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 From our view-enhancing twin 
balconies to our complimentary 
fl eet of bikes, we take guests’ 

feedback to heart.

GUEST-FOCUSED INNOVATIONS
Exquisite, regionally-inspired 

menus are lovingly prepared by 
passionate chefs using only the 

freshest local ingredients.

LOCALLY-SOURCED CUISINEA PERSONAL APPROACH
We love our guests – and 

continuously exceed 
expectations to provide you with 
the best personalized experience.

WHERE LUXURY MEANS Love
AmaWaterways was founded in 2002 by three families with a goal of creating a river cruise 
experience that we, ourselves, would love. In turn, we share that same experience with our 

guests, and consider you an extended part of our family.

Contact your preferred Travel Advisor, call 1.888.626.0994 or visit 
AmaWaterways.ca today
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©2019 NCL Corporation Ltd. Ships’ Registry: BAHAMAS and USA     40495  08/19

Guests can repeat perfect moments on our newest, most incredible ship, Norwegian Encore – custom built for “Again! 

Again!” Take one more victory lap on the Encore Speedway, suspending 13 feet over the side of the ship. Pamper yourself 

in our Thermal Suite, then unwind on a heated lounger as you watch the world unfold. Sing along during (and even after) the 

Tony® Award-Winning Broadway hit Kinky Boots with music and lyrics by Cyndi Lauper. And get completely lost in another 

virtual reality wonderland at Galaxy Pavilion. You’ll do all this and so much more on Norwegian Encore.

THRILL.
CHILL.
ENCORE.
Get ready for our newest ship, Norwegian Encore, cruising The Caribbean and Bermuda.

CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL PROFESSIONAL – CALL 1.888.NCL.CRUISE OR VISIT NCL.COM
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Travelling with purpose

| FROM THE PUBLISHER

Vanessa Lee with her rescue dogs Sunneee, the 
chocolate lab and Charlie, the golden retriever.

I AM A PASSIONATE ANIMAL LOVER and 
in recent years, perhaps partly due to the       
onslaught of social media in our lives, I have 
become even more of an advocate for animal 
rights. I am supportive of a number of world-
wide charities that promote a greener planet, 
less plastic, the opportunity to clean up our 
oceans and of course, care for animals rang-
ing from orangutans in Borneo, dogs and 
cats in Asia, black and brown bears used by 
bile farms or in circuses and of course for 
endangered species in every country across 
the globe.  
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At times I almost despair that we can 
improve the state of our planet and then 
some wonderful news comes across my 
screen and I see yet another win for a par-
ticular arena. Perhaps a chained elephant, 
used for rides in circuses or zoos, has been 
rescued. Hundreds of dogs destined for a ter-
rible fate in Korea or China, have been freed 
and tons of waste is cleaned up from our 
oceans. It may be that we have convinced 
certain countries to stop cruel practices        
or that green forests and tundra, home to 
many species, have been spared from envi-
ronmental damage.  

It does seem never-ending and I know 
many of you, if you have read this far,           
may also prefer not to read about or see such 
barbarism that goes on around us. If I tell 
you that orangutans may become extinct        
in Borneo in less than 20 years because big 
companies seek palm oil and are plundering 
the land in which they live, does it matter         
to you? We know the lungs of the earth,          
the Amazon rainforest (and that in Bolivia 
and other countries too) is burning mostly 
due to the greed of man. 

But what is it we each can do? How are 
we to show that we do care and how can we 
become more informed about meaningful 
travel and the experiences we might share 
along the way? And, of course, ultimately 
how do we also travel with a more purpose-

REMEMBERING FRANK ORLANDO
We recently lost a cherished member of Canada’s 
travel community, one of our own – the very special 
Frank Orlando.  A fascinating, Renaissance man, 
Frank spoke three languages, was an avid reader 
and life-long learner. He loved riding his motorcycle,  
watching sports, playing golf, cooking, imbibing fine 
wine and scotch and enjoyed an occasional cigar. He 
was passionate about art and design, his family and 
much-loved wife and best friend Michelle along with 
his beloved dog Paco. Frank could be charming and 
irascible at the same time. Opinionated, witty, smart 
and endearing – he was a wonderful conversationalist, 
a fine fellow and great friend. His lengthy and 
successful career ensured he was surrounded            
and adored by his many travel industry friends.            
He left us way too soon and we miss him terribly.

ful footprint and to become better educated 
about the plight of many less fortunate?

And so it is that this particular issue        
has come to pass with conservation and 
preservation a focus of our articles. I have 
spent many months ensuring we have             
carefully crafted and thoughtfully written 
pieces from some of our best storytellers with 
an overarching theme of enjoying meaning-
ful and special travel. Whether your desire         
is to simply explore, to commune with            
nature, or see some ancient traditions in 
some of the oldest countries in the world          
first hand – I believe we have covered the 
gamut. And of course, yet again we ran out 
of room.

We have also dedicated a few pages in 
this issue to various points on the topic.        
With this theme, we offer our thoughts          
and ideas on how you can help in whatever 
way you may choose. Whether it’s about 
bees and butterflies here at home, rescuing 
domesticated animals, or ensuring that no 
animal is a part of any interaction that causes 
it undue harm or stress,  then perhaps there 
is something here that will resonate for you. 
I  hope so. With climate change a constant 
reminder and the short time we have left           
to save our planet – 11 years - from a terrible 
future, I appreciate that you may feel the 
same as we do and want to make just a tiny 
bit of difference. And if we all feel that way, 
we can help conquer the ails that plague us.  
We applaud the efforts from so many            
companies, individuals and organizations 
around the globe and hope you will further 
engage in our crusade in whatever way           
resonates with you and understand what we 
are trying to do here.

May we all travel with a more purpose-
ful eye, with due care and diligence and may 
we appreciate every living being inhabiting 
our world and do our best to make it a better 
planet for all.

 
Sincerely
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It’s a big world. But sometimes, it takes a small ship to see it clearly.  
To find its heart, hidden away in unexplored coves,  

distant islands and Old World villages.  
So step onboard, and discover the joy of traveling small. 

SMALL SHIP CRUISING  

CULTURAL JOURNEYS & EXPEDITIONS
For more information on Tauck’s 2020 sailings, please contact your preferred travel advisor.

Unforgettable... the Joy of Traveling Small. 
Tauck Small Ship Cruising combines 90+ years of award-winning travel expertise with unique 

destination experiences in Europe, Latin America, Asia, Antarctica and North America. Travel with 

Tauck Directors who take every moment of your vacation personally. Enjoy a sophisticated, intimate 

atmosphere onboard... and travel effortlessly, knowing that every aspect of your trip is already paid for –  

and taken care of – from shore excursions to gratuities, with no options sold.
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VENICE  IS SINKING – not under the waves, but 
under the weight of over-tourism. 

Barcelona is having to limit the number of 
visitors who can stroll her streets, sit in her cafés 
and gaze at Gaudi’s Sagrada Familia. Mexico has 
long since banned tourists from clambering up       
the sides of ancient temples in sacred sites like 
Chichen Itza and Tulum. As I write this, the            
glaciers are disappearing, the Amazon rain forest 
is ablaze and the world is scrambling to find a way 
to stop the melt and douse the flames.

It seems we humans have a great deal to answer for.
In our eagerness to explore, to experience, and to embrace all that 

the globe has to offer, we’re overburdening – even destroying – the very 
places we love most. It’s a terrifying prospect but one that has to be 
faced head-on if we’re ever to stop and reverse the damage we’ve done.

This very special issue of Cruise & Travel Lifestyles is taking a        
look at the many parts of the world where action is being taken to 
prevent over-tourism, to protect precious wildlife and environments 
and preserve the cultural differences that make us who we are. Positive 
action can and is being taken – we believe it will be the salvation of our 
world. And we want to be a part of that effort.

Sometimes, what’s needed is a bit of creative thinking. Take, for 
example, the ‘green hunting’ companies in parts of Africa that have 
found a way to manage hunters keen to bag big game. Working with 
animal reserves, the green hunting companies connect the hunters with 
tracking guides – and veterinarians working on game reserves. Together, 
they ‘hunt’ an animal that’s in need of care such as a vaccination or           
perhaps some minor surgery that requires sedation. The hunter enjoys 
the excitement of stalking his ‘prey’, and the guide is well-paid for           
his expertise in finding the animal and setting up the ‘kill’. The animal 
is shot with a tranquilizer gun, the hunter takes his photos and then – 
this is my favourite element of the program – assists the vet with the 
procedure, gaining a new appreciation for the wildlife that might            
otherwise have been killed.

It’s a win/win plan and just one example of the ways in which we 
can be better global stewards. The bad news is that we’ve made             
mistakes, but the good news is that we can make changes to protect the 
riches all around us before it’s too late. We don’t have to stop travelling 
– we simply have to find ways to make our trips have a more positive 
impact on our world. I hope this issue inspires you to join the fight             
to save our planet. 

Happy travels, 

| FROM THE EDITOR

Editor Liz Fleming  
in Jordan



*Terms and Conditions: Offers valid for new 2020 Europe river cruise bookings with Emerald Waterways. Book between September 1st and December 31st, 2019. 15+ day cruises: Fly for $495 per person or receive an air credit of 
$600 in lieu of flights. Plus, save $500 per person. 8-14 day Rhine, Main, Danube, and Douro cruises: Fly for $695 per person or receive an air credit of $500 in lieu of flights. Plus, save $300 per person. Rhone and Saone river cruises: 
Fly for $595 per person or receive an air credit of $450 in lieu of flights. Plus, save $300 per person. All 2020 Europe river cruises receive complimentary Deposit Protection Plan valued at $125 per person.  Prices in Canadian dollars, 
based on double occupancy and lowest cabin category available. Prices subject to availability. Port charges and taxes are included in the price. Prices listed include savings. Offers are not combinable with any other offer. Offer 
may be changed, cancelled or withdrawn at any time without notice. A non-refundable initial deposit of $500 per person is required within 48 hours of booking with full payment required 90 days prior to departure. A secondary 
non–refundable deposit of $1,500 per person is due prior to air ticketing. Maximum flight included is $1,400 per person. Emerald Waterways reserves the right to ticket the airfare upon receipt of deposit. Economy Air only on 
Emerald Waterways choice of airlines from specific Canadian gateways: YHZ, YYZ, YOW, YUL, YQR, YXE, YWG, YEG, YYC, YVR, & YYJ. All other gateways receive air credit savings. Other select Canadian gateways may be subject 
to an additional fee of $175 per person. For full terms and conditions visit emeraldwaterways.ca. © EMERALD WATERWAYS | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | BC CONSUMER PROTECTION #40178. ECAMA051

Experience our award-winning river cruises in 2020. Our Fly & Save promotion makes your  
travel planning even easier. Pick from our exciting collection of European itineraries!

Fly & Save 
on Europe River Cruises

ALL CRUISES 
RECEIVE A 

COMPLIMENTARY 
DEPOSIT 

PROTECTION  
PLAN!

France river cruises

FLY FOR $595
plus

SAVE $300  
PER PERSON*

Lyon

8-14 day cruises

FLY FOR $695
plus

SAVE $300  
PER PERSON*

Keukenhof Gardens, Amsterdam

15+ day cruises

FLY FOR $495
plus

SAVE $500  
PER PERSON*

Burgtheatre, Vienna

Contact us at 855 444 0161, your travel professional,  
or request a free brochure. 

Visit emeraldwaterways.ca to find your cruise.

EWC_Cruise_Travel_Fall.indd   1 2019-08-30   4:38 PM
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| MAKING WAVES

The brand new Scenic Eclipse, first of the line’s Discovery Yachts 
has a distinctive look with her long hull and “wedding cake” 
structure – and, rather like Scenic’s river ships, the décor is          
ultra-modern, contemporary and, in certain areas, somewhat 
monochromatic. There are also elegant, stylish spaces with lots       
of colour, and a number of restaurants and lounges that really 
shine, with a beautiful vibe and a pretty colour palette.

These venues help elevate a ship that offers that modern, 
sleek, darker look in some areas with almost black/charcoal 
carpeting and many brown and black shades and fabrics –           
such as in the ultra-modern Koko’s Asian fusion restaurant.

Overall the Eclipse has a contemporary vibe, with chrome    
in many areas, a high-tech sensibility and some truly fabulous         
art providing necessary punches of bold colour and glamour.       
The fabrics and the leathers chosen are high quality, as are the 
fixtures and fittings, and it is clear no expense has been spared.

A favourite space is the stunning, jewel-box Lumière 
restaurant accommodating just over 30 patrons each night for 
dinner. It’s exquisitely designed with a lovely Champagne Bar 
created out of rose quartz crystal. Reservations are required 
and founder Glen Moroney says it’s packed every night. Each 
guest can dine at least once per cruise (more often on longer 
voyages, space permitting) and, as with the rest of the yacht’s 
restaurants, there are no additional charges. 

Scenic Eclipse – where luxury meets discovery 
A sleek, streamlined yacht arrives on the scene –  
the Scenic Eclipse is sailing her inaugural season this fall

Another delightful spot is the Azure Bar and Café which 
offers early-risers coffee, then takes guests through the day         
with light bites, tapas, snacks and a variety of beverages. It’s a 
charming, bright and attractive venue for casual fare and carries 
the pretty colour theme right through to the outside deck. 

The main lounge also impresses with its calming blue/grey 
colour scheme and a truly stunning 100-bottle whisky bar.          
There is expansive seating here with a lovely high ceiling         
creating a welcoming space which will be the hub for drinks, 
entertainment and more. 

The main restaurant is Elements, which has a focus on 
Italian, steak and seafood and there’s no need to reserve.                   
It’s also somewhat minimalist in décor but features lighter beige 
tones and a sexy black marble bar at its entrance where wine          
and cheese tastings are offered each evening. With 100 cheeses 
available, I suspect this will be a popular stopping off point,                 
pre- or post-dinner. There is also a separate Chef’s Table within 
Elements reserved for guests booking the most premium suites 
or by invitation.

The myriad dining options also include a private        
Teppanyaki room within Koko’s, as well as a Sushi bar, the casual 
Yacht Club with its poolside grill, bar and buffet and 24-hour 
room service. The Epicure dedicated cooking class facility is 
another culinary feature. PH

OT
OS

 C
OU

RT
ES

Y 
SC

EN
IC



CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES    9    

The yacht carries 228 guests in 114 suites, all of which             
are spacious and well-appointed, each with a small sitting area 
and verandah. In polar regions, the capacity drops to 200 and                
the regular crew complement is 178 which in polar regions,           
increases to 192. The tonnage is just over 17500 GRT which 
means the space ratio per guest is  high – certainly a sign of 
luxury – and there are six butlers on the ship, each taking care           
of 15 suites. 

There are several pools and terraces with sun beds, an 
expansive gym and spa, a really fabulous yoga and Pilates studio, 
as well as a relaxation area with thermal lounges, steam rooms 
and saunas. 

One of the first of a new breed of truly luxurious expedition 
yachts, Scenic Eclipse was purpose-built to impressive luxury 
standards. This expanding segment has many ships being built 
now with a Polar 6-1A super ice-class hull. Scenic has 
clearly spared no expense on the yacht, with environmentally 
sustainable systems, GPS dynamic positioning, an advanced 
propulsion system and other tech advances including custom-
built stabilizers 50 percent larger than those found on many 
ships. With any luck, these enhancements will make that cruise    
to Antarctica and the crossing of the infamous Drake Passage 
more like the Drake lake and not a Drake shake moment.

Eclipse boasts a pair of helicopters and a submarine.             
These impressive “toys” will appeal to travellers who long to         
take a helicopter ride over northern tundra or southern glaciers, 
or dive below the water (to a depth of 984 feet) in the Scenic 
Neptune six-seater submarine. It’s $475 per person for a 
20-minute ride and $925 for 40 minutes in a helicopter, and   
$250 for 20 minutes or $475 for 40 minutes in the sub – all 
pricing in U.S. dollars. Guests are taken out on a Zodiac to            
board the sub via a platform on its roof. Feeling adventurous? 
The Eclipse also offers tandem kayaks, and, depending on the 
yacht’s locale, snowshoes or snorkels.

Scenic has an onboard Discovery Team and a fleet of 
Zodiacs and the focus is very much on providing guests with                
a superior and enriching vacation – with “six-star service                    
and amenities” – wherever in the world the yacht may sail. 

 

Main lounge

Dame Helen Mirren (left) at the  
christening ceremony for Scenic Eclipse

Lumière restaurant

Deluxe Verandah Suite
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MSC poised to welcome  
guests to Ocean Cay
MSC Cruises’ guests will soon be strolling the white sands of 
Ocean Cay, the company’s exclusive new western Bahamian 
island destination ready to become part of all itineraries 
sailing from Miami. Once an industrial sand extraction site. 
Ocean Cay is now a pristine paradise in the Bimini chain of 
islands in the western Bahamas. The 120-square-acre restored 
island is surrounded by a marine reserve and four smaller 
cays. Beginning in November 2019, guests will enjoy white 
sand beaches, beautiful blue water and lush Bahamian 
greenery. Seamless transfers between ship and shore will 
make it simple to enjoy all of the facilities available on board 
and ashore including: the Great Lagoon Beach, featuring 
shallow, crystal-clear water for swimming and water sports;       
a 98 ft. tall lighthouse complete with Hemingway-style bar, 
sea-view terrace, live music and après sunset light show; food 
court and ice cream parlour. MSC has been environmentally 
progressive with the Ocean Cay work, with great care being 
taken in the creation of the private island to ensure coral 
restoration. An integral part of the marine ecosystem, coral 
must be protected to ensure biodiversity, provide a habitat 
for marine life and protect coastlines.

Chillin’ in the deep south 
For those who love the south, but find summer heat 
oppressive, the new lineup of cooler weather cruise 
itineraries from American Queen Steamboat Company is 
designed to take a  look at everything from the jazzy fun of 
New Orleans to the elegance of antebellum plantations and 
Victorian mansions – minus the hot and sticky weather. A 
cool weather riverboat cruise in either late fall or early spring 
offers a great chance to enjoy views of the shoreline as you 
sail through the richly historic south.  Guests will appreciate 
the  breeze as they explore the history of the Lower 
Mississippi River in such pristinely preserved river towns as 
New Orleans, Oak Alley, Nottaway, Baton Rouge, St. 
Francisville, Natchez, Vicksburg, Greenville, Memphis and 
more. The scenery is enchanting and largely unspoiled – 
much as it was when Mark Twain described life on the 
Mississippi. Hidden gems around each bend of the river     
fuels a sense of discovering America’s heartland. All sailings 
include a one-night, pre-voyage hotel stay, shore excursions 
in all ports, wine and beer with dinner and other amenities 
depending on the ship chosen. 

Encore! Norwegian Encore! 
When Norwegian Encore sets sail she’ll be taking a range of her brand’s exclusive 
attractions to the next level. Guests will be wowed by features such as the world’s 
longest race track at sea at 1,100 feet with four high-speed curves extending up to 13 feet 
over the side of the ship; the largest outdoor laser tag arena at nearly 10,000 square feet 
with the addition of augmented reality elements; and a new immersive escape room and 
interactive theatre experiences in the 10,000-square-foot Galaxy Pavilion. Foodies will be 
excited as well, to see that Encore will feature many of the highly rated restaurants and 
lounges of the popular Breakaway Plus class in addition to a newly elevated Italian dining 
experience, Onda by Scarpetta. Looking for nightlife? The Tony Award-winning musical, 
Kinky Boots will headline the world-class entertainment on board, with returning          
guest favourites The Choir of Man, Happy Hour Prohibition: The Musical and the rocking 
Beatles cover band at the Cavern Club. Even more exciting? Norwegian Cruise Lines        
has announced that superstar Kelly Clarkson will serve as Encore’s godmother when         
she makes her debut in Miami in November. Read more about the ship in our next issue 
as we will be sailing the inaugural! 
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  ]Promo code: K9A/K9T. Offers are applicable on new individual reservations only. Excludes 1 – 5 and 50+ days sailings. 1. Free Stateroom Upgrade: Upgrade applies to stateroom location for the price of the lowest category 
within that stateroom type (Interior to Interior, etc). Upgrade offer excludes select categories, including but not limited to premium categories and suites. Offer does not apply to land packages. 2. Free Gratuities are 
applicable on guests 1 – 4 only. Gratuities will be pre-paid by Princess Cruises, on behalf of the guest for the suggested gratuities amount which varies from $14.50 to $16.50 USD per person per day. Free gratuities do not 
include gratuities added to bar charges, dining room wine accounts or Lotus Spa services. Gratuities are not transferable, nonrefundable and have no cash value. 3. Free Onboard Spending Money (OSM) is per person 
(guest 1 – 4 only) based on voyage length and stateroom type as follows: 6-9 days - $50 inside and oceanview, $100 balcony and above; 10-12 days - $75 inside and oceanview, $150 balcony and above; 13+ days - $100 inside 
and oceanview, $200 balcony and above. Single occupancy will receive double the per guest credit amount (up to $400). OSM is not redeemable for cash, cannot be used in the casino and expires at the end of that voyage. 
Offer is not transferable and may not be combinable with other select offers or other onboard credits. Deposit of 10% of cruise fare per guest for bookings made under 3 For Free is non-refundable. Offer is not combinable 
with Recipient-Only, Air Promotions, Flash, Interline, Travel Consultant and Friends and Family rates. Offers are subject to availability; capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Other 
restrictions may apply. All references to Princess Cruises are: ©2019 Princess Cruises, Ltd. All rights reserved. Ships’ Registry: Bermuda. 

Red Label Vacations Inc – d.b.a. .© 2019 Encore Cruises, B.C. Reg. #3597, Ont. Reg. #50022275, Quebec permit holder #703376, with offices at 5450 Explorer Drive, Suite 400, Mississauga, ON L4W 5N1 • 2355 Skymark Ave, Suite 200,  
Mississauga, ON L4W 4Y6 • 1050 West Pender Street, floor 22, Vancouver, BC V6A 3S7 • 325-1257 Guy street, Montreal, QC H3H 2K5.

Bookings: September 7 – October 31, 2019 

3FOR 
FREE

Everyone enjoys  
3 FREE offers!

Applicable on 6-49 day cruises and cruisetours Summer 2020 through Spring 2021 

FREE Stateroom Upgrade
SAIL IN A PREFERRED STATEROOM FOR THE LOWEST FARE 

FREE Gratuities
UP TO A $16.50 VALUE PER GUEST PER DAY

FREE Onboard Spending Money
UP TO $200 PER GUEST

1

2

3

To make a reservation or for more information, please contact your travel agent.
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Undiscovered
MEDITERRANEAN

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR 
PREFERRED TRAVEL CONSULTANT.

*Featured price is per person, land only, based on double occupancy, departure dates as indicated (the lowest price available to book), and includes all taxes. 
Flights and travel insurance are additional. 3280 Bloor St. W, Centre Tower, Suite 400, Toronto, ON M8X 2X3, TICO#1893755/50015835

Other Undiscovered Mediterranean vacations available, please inquire.

Globus invites you to dive deep into the blues of the Mediterranean’s secluded 

seaside towns and medieval alleyways. Follow us down sun-soaked streets to 

discover the places where cities, seas, and cultures connect—places you won’t fi nd 

on other tours or cruises. 

Our Croatian Escape vacation offers you a world of beauty, history, and rich tradition 

of three undiscovered gems: Croatia, Slovenia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina—without the 

higher prices and crowded sites of the busy travel season. 

CROATIAN ESCAPE
9 days  |  Ljubljana to Zagreb  |  $1,479*

CAD  |  March 7, 14 & 21, 2020

Ljubljana, Slovenia > Zadar, Croatia > Dubrovnik > Mostar, Bosnia–Herzegovina > 
Split, Croatia > Zagreb

HIGHLIGHTS: LJUBLJANA Welcome dinner; guided sightseeing; visit the Town 

Hall’s Inner Court; ZADAR Guided walking tour through the Old Town to the main 

square; DUBROVNIK Guided walking tour; visit Rector’s Palace; MOSTAR Guided 

sightseeing; SPLIT Dinner at a local restaurant; guided walking tour; visit Diocletian’s 

Palace; ZAGREB Farewell dinner; guided sightseeing

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES: Historic Complex of Split with the Palace of 

Diocletian > Old city of Dubrovnik

Mostar, 
Bosnia–Herzegovina

Dubrovnik, Croatia

Excitement ahead for Seabourn Venture 
Beginning in July 2021, the stunning new Seabourn Venture will begin exploring    
the globe’s most exciting destinations, from the Arctic and Antarctica to the 
Amazon, the Caribbean, Central and South America and more, providing ultra-
luxury expedition cruising and exhilarating adventure. The 25 immersive voyages 
all offer unique opportunities to discover stunning wildlife and spectacular 
scenery while enjoying an immersive education in each region’s colourful history 
and culture. The ship, which will feature all ocean front veranda suites, will visit 
more than 150 unique and fascinating destinations across the globe – many of 
which few travellers have ever experienced – as well as more than 65 new or 
notable destinations. Seabourn Venture’s most exciting innovation will be her        
on-board custom submarine. Designed to explore below the waves, the battery-
powered sub will carry six guests and a pilot, who will guide the journey up to  
300 meters beneath the surface to explore sunken wrecks and reefs, and view  
marine wildlife in their natural habitat. Said Robin West, V.P. Expedition Operations:  
“With these subs, we’re going to take our guests to places that few have ever 
seen firsthand, leaving them with a perspective on the world around us that is 
jaw-dropping and will create stories to last a lifetime.”

A victorious inaugural season  
on the Great Lakes
Victory Cruise Lines, owned and operated by American Queen 
Steamboat Company and renowned for its Great  Lakes cruising 
itineraries, has found a new home at Chicago’s picturesque Navy Pier. 
Spanning six city blocks into the southern coast of Lake Michigan, 
Navy Pier is the ideal destination to welcome cruisers to the Windy 
City. After sailing an exciting inaugural lineup of itineraries in the 
spring of 2019 that featured such outstanding ports of call as Chicago, 
Cleveland, Detroit, Mackinac Island, Toronto and Quebec City, Victory 
Cruise Line’s M/V Victory I and M/V Victory II have made a mark for 
them selves in Great Lakes cruising. In addition to their fascinating 
shore excursions in each port, the two small and charming ships      
offer guests top quality service and dining. Victory’s 2020 voyages, 
including six new itineraries, will reach further into North America’s 
northeast including sailings from Buffalo to Halifax, Nova Scotia along 
the St. Lawrence Seaway and New England’s coast, sailing from 
Niagara Falls to Boston via Montreal, Quebec City and Portland,         
Maine. The new Chicago home for M/V Victory I and M/V Victory II         
will enable them not only to transport travellers to the treasures of the 
Great Lakes, Canada and New England, but also to provide seamless 
access to downtown Chicago and Navy Pier for embarkation and 
disembarkation. 

It’s all Orange on Holland America 
Holland America Line’s popular new Club Orange premium 
amenities program is now available on all ships in the fleet, giving 
guests an additional level of luxury and service with priority access, 
exclusive amenities and special events. Available for purchase for          
a limited number of non-suite staterooms on each sailing, Club 
Orange features stateroom upgrades within the category booked – 
based on availability – and a special “Captain’s Choice” onboard 
event. All Club Orange guests are privy to extra privileges – from       
a private dining venue to priority services and a dedicated 
concierge hotline. “Club Orange is fast becoming a favourite on 
board with its exclusive services like priority access and private 
dining, so we’re pleased to expand this program fleet wide so        
even more guests can take advantage of the benefits,” said Orlando 
Ashford, president of Holland America Line. “Club Orange is an 
exceptional value and our guests appreciate how much the extra 
touches and services enhance their cruise experience.” The cost of 
Club Orange is $35 per person per day on Nieuw Statendam and 
Koningsdam and $25 per person per day on all other ships.  

Ponant takes leading sustainability role
Ponant has announced the creation of the Ponant Foundation dedicated to 
supporting sustainability initiatives, research, awareness, and conservation efforts 
for the oceans, polar regions, and indigenous populations. “Well aware of the 
challenges and the scale of the task, we remain true to our belief as sailors eager 
to share our passion for the oceans. Thirty years after the company was created, 
that same philosophy still drives each and every one of us today: we protect         
best what we know best,” said Jean Emmanuel Sauvée, CEO of Ponant and  
Board of Directors member. Designed to encourage the development of 
innovative solutions for better understanding and protecting the oceans and           
the polar regions and for promoting mutually beneficial interactions between 
travellers  and local communities, the Ponant Foundation plans to implement 
three main approaches: supporting innovative initiatives for the conservation of 
the ocean; facilitating further scientific knowledge about the polar regions; and 
encouraging exchanges with indigenous populations. Each year a dedicated 
budget will be divided among projects chosen by the Board of Directors. One of 
the first is the Aldabra Clean Up, an initiative that aims to fight marine plastic 
pollution, led by the Seychelles Islands Foundation and Oxford University.  
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Undiscovered
MEDITERRANEAN

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR 
PREFERRED TRAVEL CONSULTANT.

*Featured price is per person, land only, based on double occupancy, departure dates as indicated (the lowest price available to book), and includes all taxes. 
Flights and travel insurance are additional. 3280 Bloor St. W, Centre Tower, Suite 400, Toronto, ON M8X 2X3, TICO#1893755/50015835

Other Undiscovered Mediterranean vacations available, please inquire.

Globus invites you to dive deep into the blues of the Mediterranean’s secluded 

seaside towns and medieval alleyways. Follow us down sun-soaked streets to 

discover the places where cities, seas, and cultures connect—places you won’t fi nd 

on other tours or cruises. 

Our Croatian Escape vacation offers you a world of beauty, history, and rich tradition 

of three undiscovered gems: Croatia, Slovenia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina—without the 

higher prices and crowded sites of the busy travel season. 

CROATIAN ESCAPE
9 days  |  Ljubljana to Zagreb  |  $1,479*

CAD  |  March 7, 14 & 21, 2020

Ljubljana, Slovenia > Zadar, Croatia > Dubrovnik > Mostar, Bosnia–Herzegovina > 
Split, Croatia > Zagreb

HIGHLIGHTS: LJUBLJANA Welcome dinner; guided sightseeing; visit the Town 

Hall’s Inner Court; ZADAR Guided walking tour through the Old Town to the main 

square; DUBROVNIK Guided walking tour; visit Rector’s Palace; MOSTAR Guided 

sightseeing; SPLIT Dinner at a local restaurant; guided walking tour; visit Diocletian’s 

Palace; ZAGREB Farewell dinner; guided sightseeing

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES: Historic Complex of Split with the Palace of 

Diocletian > Old city of Dubrovnik

Mostar, 
Bosnia–Herzegovina

Dubrovnik, Croatia
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Silver Moon afloat 
In late August, Silversea’s new ultra-luxury cruise ship, Silver 
Moon – one of five currently on order – touched water for the 
first time in Ancona, Italy. This important milestone in the eagerly 
awaited ship’s build was celebrated with a traditional coin 
ceremony and glamorous reception. Next, Silver Moon’s elegant 
interior will be created, bringing the ship to the hallmark level that 
characterizes Silversea’s ultra-luxury fleet. Said Roberto Martinoli, 
Silversea’s Chief Executive Officer. “From 2020, Silver Moon will 
leverage on the success of our beloved flagship, Silver Muse, to 
unlock immersive new travel experiences for our guests around 
the world. With a range of pioneering new features that will push 
the boundaries of luxury travel, Silver Moon will be the most 
elegant ship in her class.” Silver Moon’s new features will include 
S.A.L.T. (Sea and Land Taste), an innovative new culinary 
program designed to elevate the role of food as a means to   
travel deeper into a destination, showcasing entire ecosystems 
around the culinary cultures of the world. In the S.A.L.T. Kitchen, 
the S.A.L.T. Lab, and the S.A.L.T. Bar, guests will develop an 
appreciation for regional ingredients and culinary customs, 
before venturing ashore under the guidance of experts to 
experience food and drink cultures first-hand. 

All about Princess 
If you love great theatre, Princess Cruises’ newest show, “Rock Opera”, debuting 
onboard Sky Princess  in December 2019 and Enchanted Princess in June 2020,       
will be a huge treat. A one-of-a-kind production, “Rock Opera” will feature stunning 
avant garde costumes, and a soundtrack spanning classic rock, opera and musical 
theatre, all brought to life by America’s Got Talent alum Brian Justin Crum and  
songs in English, Spanish, Latin and – a Princess first – sign language. In addition to 
rocking the entertainment house, Princess Cruises has spent many months 
preparing the beautiful 3,660-guest,  Sky Princess – which features breathtaking  
Sky Suites, with expansive views from the largest balconies at sea – for her maiden 
voyage. She set sail on Oct. 20, 2019 for a seven-day Mediterranean & Adriatic cruise 
and will sail a series of Mediterranean voyages before debuting in North America on 
Dec. 1, 2019 for a season of Caribbean cruises from Ft. Lauderdale. The Princess 
Cruises fleet continues to expand with Enchanted Princess arriving in June 2020, 
and three additional vessels slated for 2021, 2023 and 2025 – the first ships to be 
built from the ground up with the Princess MedallionClass experience enabled by 
the OceanMedallion digital technology.

Riviera makes solo travel easier
British-based Riviera River Cruises offers a selection of carefully 
crafted river cruises for every kind of traveller, including those 
looking to explore Europe on their own, or perhaps prefer their 
own stateroom while sailing with friends or family. The Solo 
Traveller options bring a variety of European river cruises within 
easy reach by featuring a selection of departures dedicated to 
solos. These itineraries have no single supplement across the 
entire ship, enabling guests to book – for instance – a Diamond 
Deck Suite, without a single price tag. Sample itineraries range 
from an 8-day Rhine, Strasbourg & Heidelberg in October 2020; 
an 8-day Blue Danube in 2019 and 2020 and an 8-day Douro 
River and Salamanca cruise which sails in November 2019 and in 
2020. All prices are in US funds and start from as low as $2249 
and range up to $2999 plus depending on the category and date 
chosen for a cruise only fare, space available. A great offer for 
solo travellers! 

Counting down to Crystal Endeavour 
In less than a year, Crystal Endeavor will leave Tokyo, sailing her maiden voyage 
through the islands of Japan and the Russian Far East. It will be a fantastic inaugural 
season for this remarkable yacht, built to accommodate just 200 guests in all-suite, 
butler-serviced guest rooms and featuring elegant, expansive public spaces; 
Michelin-inspired dining options including Master Chef Nobu Matsuhisa’s Umi Uma        
& Sushi Bar; a full-service Crystal Life Salon & Spa and state-of-the-art Fitness Centre 
and even a helicopter lounge. Endeavour’s first season will also include Antarctica 
via the Ross Sea, New Zealand and Tasmania, Australia and the Great Barrier Reef, 
and Borneo, Indonesia and the Philippines. The following year, she’ll explore New 
Zealand’s Sub-Antarctic Islands; Alaska and the Aleutian Islands; Norway and the 
United Kingdom; Canary Islands, Atlantic and South America and even the rarely 
travelled Northeast Passage. 
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AMERICAN DUCHESS™

2020 DATES DAYS  ITINERARY THEME 
January 5 9 New Orleans to Memphis Antebellum South
January 12 9 Memphis to New Orleans Antebellum South
January 19 9 New Orleans to Memphis Antebellum South
January 26 9 Memphis to New Orleans Antebellum South
February 2 9 New Orleans to Memphis Antebellum South
February 9 9 Memphis to New Orleans Antebellum South

AMERICAN QUEEN®

February 16 9 Roundtrip New Orleans Southern Sampler
February 23 9 New Orleans to Memphis Mardi Gras on the River
March 1 9 Memphis to New Orleans Antebellum South
March 8 9 New Orleans to Memphis Antebellum South

– Select 2020 U.S. River Cruises –

SAVE $800 PER STATEROOM
plus, receive a 25% discount*

*Off er expires on 11/30/19 or when no valid cabins remain. Off er is valid only on new, paid-in-full bookings. Savings quoted are in U.S. 
dollars and based on double occupancy. Not valid on group bookings or existing reservations. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
Call for details, and mention Off er Code 2020 EBD PLUS - CANADA.

Help your clients start 2020 o�  right. A cruise with American Queen Steamboat Company is sure to 
set the tone for an enriched new year. We’re o� ering a discount on early-season American Queen®

and American Duchess™ voyages. Encourage your clients to look forward and book their vacation before 
these 2020 voyages are in their hindsight. � ey surely won’t want to miss this opportunity!

HURRY! OFFER EXPIRES SOON.

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT YOUR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AGENT OR: 

(888) 801-7464 ★ www.AQSC.com

AQSC_Cruise_and_Travel_Lifestyles_FP.indd   1 9/16/19   8:16 AM



We are sending out a monthly newsletter with news and information  
on a variety of travel experiences – to receive it we just need you to sign up  

and provide us with your email address. You can send that info to me directly at  
vlee@cruisestrategies.com or go to the website and sign up there.  

This will come just once a month to you and showcase recent travel experiences  
we have enjoyed and news on a variety of cruise companies along with  

special offers and promotions. You can unsubscribe at any time.

Also our website – www.cruiseandtravellifestyles.com offers constant updates  
on news and views and timely items that you may not see in our print magazine.

You can follow us on Facebook – Cruise and Travel Lifestyles to check out  
some of my personal adventures along with those of our editor,  as well as  
keep abreast of all the latest ship arrivals and news from the cruise world. 

Refer a friend – we are happy to sign up friends and family  
to also receive our print publication.

www.CruiseandTravelLifestyles.com

Sign up now!
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TANTALIZING CULINARY OPTIONS
As with any luxury travel experience, choice 
is always forefront and on the new Ritz-Carl-
ton yacht there will be 10 dining experiences, 
many open-seating, ranging from casual            
al fresco spots including a poolside grill, a 
main dining room,  24-hour in-suite dining,  
an Asian Fusion restaurant and the pièce de 
résistance, the signature specialty dining expe-
rience, S.E.A. designed by Chef Sven Elverfeld 
of Aqua, the three Michelin-starred restaurant 
at the Ritz Carlton, Wolfsburg, Germany.

Most dining on the yacht will be offered 
on an all-inclusive basis as are the wines,         
select spirits and Champagne with a daily     
offering of hand-selected vintages available by 
the glass and chosen from key wine regions. 
Gratuities are also included in the cruise fare. 
There will be an additional charge for à la 
carte beverages, premium wines and dining in 
the specialty restaurant.

Seating just 28 guests, S.E.A. presents an 
exclusive and intimate dining experience with 
a five-course culinary journey paired with fine 
wines and Champagne. It serves dinner and 
reservations are required. 

THE COUNTDOWN CONTINUES
In June 2020, the much-anticipated inaugural yacht from The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection will arrive,  

debuting a stunning and ultra-glamorous vacation alternative to her first guests. The yacht has been newly-named  
and will be called EVRIMA, a word of Greek origin meaning “discovery”.  In our special series,  

we continue to review Evrima’s luxurious details and the many amenities guests will find once they embark.  
Here we take a look at the culinary offerings which will offer various charming venues and epicurean delights.

—  S P O N S O R E D  —

tasty dishes, enjoy a glass of wine or a blended 
cocktail while getting some sun and watching 
the world go by. This venue also offers a fun 
pop-up experience with a variety of offerings 
such as a Spritz Station, Milkshake or Bloody 
Mary bar, a Mojito Cart and more. 

Other dining choices on the yacht include 
the intimate, laid-back Marina Terrace serving 
handcrafted cocktails and accompanying light 
bites accented by stunning views just steps 
above the water’s edge. Frozen treats and sher-
bets will also be served when the Terrace is 
open – only when the yacht is at anchor. 

The Living Room, a communal oasis for 
guests, will serve freshly roasted coffees, baked 
pastries and tasty delights and also offers a 
modern twist on the Afternoon Tea tradition. 

And if you prefer to dine à deux, in the 
comfort of your suite, or on your private          
terrace, then a 24-hour menu is available, and 
guests may order from the main dining room 
menu during regular hours. Each suite            
contains an X9 Espresso maker for both tea 
and coffee service and a mini-bar fully stocked 
to each guest’s preference. A welcoming         
bottle of Champagne will greet you on arrival.  

Mistral offers a casually elegant ambi-
ance and fabulous views. Specializing in 
steaks and seafood prepared to order from the 
grill in a lovely outdoor setting, it is open for 
lunch and dinner. 

Small plate Asian delicacies are featured 
at Talaat Nam which translates to Floating 
Market or Water Market in Thai. Guests         
dining here for lunch or dinner will enjoy a 
warm and comfortable atmosphere and can 
join the classic sushi counter, enjoy a  family-
style table or opt for gentle breezes and sea air 
while dining al fresco and enjoying the views.  

The yacht’s spacious main restaurant 
now dubbed The Evrima Room, showcases a 
contemporary à la carte offering, intimate 
seating arrangements and seasonally inspired 
menus highlighting local creations from the 
regions in which the yacht is sailing. Open for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner – dine when, 
where and with whom you choose. 

The Pool House is a casual eatery also 
open for breakfast, lunch and dinner and 
serves a variety of cuisines prepared à la        
minute in an inviting open-air space. Guests 
will be able to relax by the pool, snack on 

Marina Terrace

The Evrima Room



We offer carefully crafted river cruises to every single one of       
our travelers. So, whether you prefer traveling alone, or you      
just want your own stateroom while traveling with friends, our 
Solo Traveler options bring your perfect European river vacation 
within reach. And with no single supplements across the entire 
ship, so you can book that Diamond Deck Suite you’ve always 
imagined, without the roommate and the single price tag.

2020	SOLO	TRAVELER	DEPARTURES
The Blue Danube (Budapest Roundtrip)  
March 27, 30, April 3 & November 2
Burgundy, Rhône & Provence (Lyon to Avignon)  
March 31 & November 3
The Seine, Paris & Normandy (Paris Roundtrip)  
March 31
Medieval Germany ( Nuremberg to Mainz)   
October 24
Rhine, Strasbourg & Heidelberg (Cologne Roundtrip)   
October 31
Our Inclusions:
• Included tours in every port 
* Coffee makers in every stateroom 
* Onboard features such as bicycles, fitness center, sauna or 

massage studio, hair/nail salon, no-fee specialty restaurant 
* Complimentary Wi-Fi 
* Complimentary bottled water in staterooms

SOLO  
TRAVELER  

CRUISES
ON THE RIVERS OF EUROPE

All staterooms and suites at NO single supplement!

WE	LOOK	FORWARD	TO	WELCOMING	YOU	ON	BOARD	RIVIERA	RIVER	CRUISES.	
Contact your Travel Professional or visit www.rivierarivercruises.com for additional information.

Riviera Travel LLC, 1515, Black Rock Turnpike, Fairfield, CT 06825. CST Number (California): 2130254-50 
All offers are capacity controlled and may be withdrawn at any time.  
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AS SEASONED TRAVELLERS, WE UNDERSTAND. Most of us           
can point to moments in our journeys that shifted our view of the 
world and perhaps, even of ourselves and we’re grateful for those 
experiences. They have made us the people we are. 

Now, it’s time to pay back the debt we owe to the places, landscapes, 
wildlife and people we’ve encountered and do as Anthony suggests 
– leave something good behind.

It’s easy to decide that the problems facing our globe are too big          
for us – at least as individuals – but that’s not true. We each have 
the power to make choices that are good for the planet, for its           
creatures and, most importantly, for the future. 

We’ve collected an inspirational lineup of stories that illustrate          
how forward thinking, environmentally conscious, culturally           
aware people around the world are making a difference.                    
We hope they inspire you as they’ve inspired us.

The much-loved and much-missed,  
Chef Anthony Bourdain once said: 

Travel isn’t always pretty.  
It isn’t always comfortable.  

Sometimes it hurts, it even  
breaks your heart. But that’s okay.  
The journey changes you; it should 
change you. It leaves marks on your 
memory, on your consciousness,  
on your heart, and on your body.  
You take something with you.  
Hopefully, you leave  
something good behind.”  

‘‘

OUR WORLD
OUR RESPONSIBILITY
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4Ocean for us all
It was a walk on a Bali beach that 
inspired surfers-turned-environmen-
tal warriors Alex Schulze and           
Andrew Cooper, the founders of 
4Ocean to make a difference that 
would change the world. Recogniz-
ing that plastic waste floating in the 
waves was both fouling the coast-
line and preventing local fishermen 
from netting fish, the two created a 
plan to begin the process to save the 
ocean. Schulze and Cooper offered 
to pay local fishermen to haul in 
plastic instead of fish and began a 
recycling program. Today, 4Ocean 
operates in, Florida, Bali, and Haiti. 
They hire captains and cleanup 
crews to use their fleet of vessels         
to recover ocean plastic and other 
harmful marine debris seven days       
a week and they install barricades 
at river mouths to stop the flow of 
plastic from land into the ocean.   
It’s a plan that works. Since 2017, 
4Ocean has removed 6,465,749 
pounds of trash from our oceans 
and coastlines.  

4Ocean now sells bracelets 
manufactured from recycled           
materials and for each bracelet        
purchased, makes the One Pound 
Pledge – to remove one pound of 
trash from the ocean and coastlines 
within 12 months. Buy yours at 
https://4ocean.com – each costs 
about CAD $30.

OUR OCEANS 

Water, water everywhere
Water – we can’t live without it nor without the        
creatures who live in and around it. According to        
the experts at World Ocean’s Day: “The equivalent         
of one garbage truck full of waste goes into the ocean 
every minute. On the current trajectory, there will be 
more plastic than fish in the sea by 2050. And that        
will affect those living in poverty worst of all.”         
But, fortunately, the news isn’t all bad. Canada, for        
instance, has announced the banning of all imports       
and exports of shark fins – a huge victory for sharks! 
Another bright spot has been the rise of coral re-planting 
programs in such places as the Great Barrier Reef –         
one of the seven wonders of the natural world. There, 
scientists have successfully transplanted  hundreds of 
nursery-grown coral fragments to repair damage from 
breakage and bleaching.  www.worldoceansday.org. 

Saving the whales
When a dead humpback whale, entangled in rope, washed up on the shores of Scotland,       
recently, the gear didn’t look like regular Scottish creel rope. An examination showed the 
whale had become entangled in Nova Scotian waters - a victim of Canadian ghost gear.          
No animal should endure the struggle this young male experienced and that is why World 
Oceans Day is so important – not just in Canada but around the world. Every year on June 8, 
donors join together to raise funds for projects that help to encourage safe fishing practices, 
save endangered species and foster healthy oceans. This year, the Canadian goal was 
$30,000.00. Next year, add your support and your voice to theirs. worldoceansday.org/

Humpbacks are not the only endangered whales. Programs in Canada and the U.S. are 
now working to protect orcas with such programs as Orca Action Month, dedicated to making 
the world aware that orcas are sentient beings with families like humans. The rights of indig-
enous native orcas must be protected against industries’ pollution, overfishing, experiments 
and boat traffic, including research vessels. https://orcamonth.wordpress.com
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Working to save our world –  
The Humane Society International
Every three years, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species gathers of some of 
the greatest minds in the worlds of conservation and preservation 
of wildlife. The Humane Society International is there to lobby       
for important motions that will drive positive, important global 
change and protect 135 animal species including giraffes, African 
elephants, Mako sharks and the southern white rhino. The Humane 
Society International voted to increase protection for shortfin and 
longfin mako sharks; limit the capture of wild African elephants 
from Botwsana and Zimbabwe for export to zoos; reject multiple 
proposals to open the trade in rhino horn and elephant ivory and 
protect giraffes from international trade. You can donate monthly 
to HSI to assist in their efforts globally. www.hsi.org

A voice crying  
for the wilderness
Who speaks for the wild? In Canada, the Canadian Parks and          
Wilderness Society (CPAWS), works to protect public lands, 
oceans, and freshwater and to ensure that the nature within the 
parks is well protected. For over 50 years, CPAWS has worked 
to protect more than half a million square kilometres – an area 
larger than New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador com-
bined – ensuring that at least half of Canada’s public land and 
water will stay wild – forever. Some of CPAWS’ most important 
projects and achievements include: 

• Creating more parks and ensuring existing ones are protected. 
• Encouraging the federal government to commit to creating 

marine protected areas that will cover at least 10 percent of 
our oceans by 2020. 

• Preserving some of Canada’s most valuable assets by           
protecting at least half of our boreal forest, and creating a 
network of large conservation areas in the temperate forests 
of eastern and western Canada.

• Protecting large tracts of land, oceans and great freshwater 
lakes and encouraging better land-use solutions to preserve 
species like grizzlies, woodland caribou, wolverine, whales 
and fish.

• Working to make our lands and waters, and all species that 
depend on them, resilient enough to adapt to climate change. 

By protecting nature we are protecting ourselves – sign the 
pledge at www.keepcanadawild.com

4 Save an elephant and more
If you have $50 and want to save a little piece of 
the wild, adopt an orphan elephant, giraffe or rhino 
from the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, an organization 
dedicated to rescuing and protecting orphaned 
animals in Africa. While the adoption pages 
featuring the photos and stories of animals are          
by far the most popular, a visit to the Sheldrick 
website quickly shows you the full range of 
projects in which they’re involved, from aerial          
and boots-on-the-ground surveillance and canine 
units used to spot poachers, to community 
outreach and habitat preservation. The range of 
their work is vast and impressive – a long-standing 
bulwark against cruelty to animals. Rehabilitation 
back to the wild is a goal for all these orphans.  
www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org

OUR ANIMALS

4 Soi Dog saving street animals
Working with street animals is an enormous 
project in a country like Thailand. The Soi Dog 
Foundation, a charitable organization, works to 
spay and neuter tens of thousands of animals in 
Phuket, Bangkok, and other provinces of             
Thailand to prevent unwanted litters. They 
vaccinate, provide medical treatment, shelter,          
and work to find adoptive homes for cats and 
dogs. Presently, their operation comprises a         
series of mobile sterilisation clinics across the 
Bangkok metropolitan area – which is home to 
approximately 640,000 street dogs. Over the 
course of the next seven years, the project is slated 
to grow to ten mobile clinics.  www.soidog.org

4 No more bile bears
The sad practice of ‘bear bile farming’ – a practice 
that involves raising caged bears in cramped, 
despicable conditions to extract their gallbladder 
bile for use in Chinese medicine – began approxi-
mately 40 years ago in China. Ten years later,         
there were nearly 400 bear farms in China alone, 
containing tens of thousands of suffering bears. 
The good news is that Animals Asia has been 
rescuing abused bears for the last 20 years,  
hoping to end all bear bile farming in Asia. So far, 
nearly 700 bears have been saved from abusive 
industries in Asia but bears used for bile farming 
cannot be released back into the wild. Animals Asia 
sanctuaries, fortunately, enable the bears to live 
there peacefully, receiving the best care possible. 
Other wildlife in Asia is also helped by this 
remarkable organization. www.animalsasia.org
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Ireland reforests    
Ireland recently announced a plan to plant 440 million 
trees by 2040 as part of its efforts to combat the climate 
crisis. The country had already announced a vigorous 
action plan in June 2019 that will aim to make Ireland 
carbon neutral by 2050 by investing in renewable         
energy, instituting a carbon tax and changing land use. 
This staggering number is the star on the tree, so to speak, 
for this outstanding conservation plan. “The target for 
new forestation is approximately 22 million trees per 
year,” said a Department of Communications Climate 
Action and Environment spokeswoman. “Over the       
next 20 years, the target is to plant 440 million.” 

Travalyst - A royal initiative 
Prince Harry and his wife, Meghan, Duchess of Sussex have launched a global sustainable 
travel initiative, known as Travalyst, focused on finding ways to protect wildlife, tackle climate 
change and environmental damage, and reduce the impact of over-tourism, partnering          
with such travel giants as Booking.com, Ctrip, Skyscanner, TripAdvisor and Visa.  
Said Prince Harry, “What is clear across this vast landscape is that our world faces             
environmental challenges of unprecedented scope and scale. These human-caused  
challenges often need a giant system shift to make a significant enough impact.  
And that is what this partnership is here to try and do.” www.travalyst.org 
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Bee proactive –  
Think outside the hive 
Looking for a simple way to help the 
environment? Just plant a seed…

Busy bees are the key to healthy 
landscapes and you can support those 
productive pollinators by planting       
spring-flowering seeds in the fall. 

A few great choices:

Black-eyed Susans – dark-centred,        
yellow flowers that bloom from summer 
to fall, make a great pollen source for       
wild bees, butterflies, moths and beetles.

Douglas asters – light purple flowers        
that bloom all summer long, are drought-
tolerant, deer-resistant and need little 
care are big favourites with bees and 
butterflies.

Evening primrose – flowers that open         
at dusk and close by noon the next day, 
are drought-tolerant and attract bees, 
butterflies and moths.

In other news on bees, we are pleased         
to see that Toronto is at the forefront of 
the fight to save bee populations from 
pesticide use, habitat loss and harsh 
winters. With more than 360 native 
species, there needs to be a commitment 
to protect pollinators who play such an 
important role in producing fruit and 
vegetable crops. 

The recently launched BIMBY project – 
Bees in My Backyard – in conjunction with 
the University of Toronto-Scarborough,     
is also a great help in showing 
Torontonians how to identify native bees 
and help create bee sanctuaries in their 
yards. Urban beekeeping is growing 
across our country – and it needs to.  
www.davidsuzuki.org
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Our planet’s future
While we admire many activists, conservationists and those unsung heroes who strive daily to make          
our world a better place, we feel these two young women, both just 16-years old should be recognized         
and applauded for their efforts. Greta Thunberg is a teenager from Sweden who is raising awareness          
about environmental issues and has a voice we should all listen to @gretathunberg on twitter and 
Instagram. An English conservationist making news in her fight to save animals of every kind is                      
Bella Lack. She puts animal welfare front and centre and works closely with the Born Free Foundation             
as a Youth Ambassador. @bellalack on Twitter and Instagram. Both are incredibly impressive examples           
of serving a greater cause and a reason to hope that the younger generation will act to do what we              
have not yet achieved. Time IS running out. 

Please also check out www.worldwildlifefund.org and www.eyesontheforest.or.id 
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California Gray Whale
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In the protected waters of Mexico’s Magdalena Bay,  
these giants of the deep come so close  
you can reach out and touch them.

FRAN GOLDEN

Getting personal with 

CALIFORNIA 
GRAY WHALES

Magdalena Bay itinerary on Mexico’s 
Baja Peninsula. The focus of the         
six-day cruise is whales, though there  
are also opportunities, to spot birdlife, 
to kayak through lush mangroves    
and explore uninhabited white sand 
beaches and dunes, and to bike. An 
outdoor evening picnic on a beach 
comes complete with a camp fire. 

Gray whales are the main draw. 
The whale season in Magdalena Bay 
is short; mid-January to mid-March, 
when the whales arrive after an         
extraordinarily long migration from 
chilly Alaska. Like tourists over in 
Cabo San Lucas, the whales come        
to Mexico for sunshine and warmth. 
In the protected waters of the bay, 
they mate, and return a year later to 
give birth and rear their young,        
before the return trip north.

      HE MEXICAN FISHERMAN           
operating our Panga, a small fiber-
glass fishing boat, knew what he was 
doing as he scanned the horizon. 
With keen eyes, he was looking for 
signs of California gray whales.            
He pointed. My fellow guests and I 
squinted into the distance, barely 
seeing anything at first. Then one 
after another, the whales appeared.

On a traditional whale watching 
excursion, you hope to see a blow-
hole or two, maybe catch a glimpse 
of a tail. But you don’t expect to see 
several sleek gray backs skimming 
the water right in front of you. And 
surely you don’t expect to touch a 
gray whale.

Lindblad Expeditions-National 
Geographic has set out to do some-
thing different with its new Whales of PH
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| BAJA WHALES

MY FELLOW TRAVELLERS AND I were part of a group 
hosted by Sven Lindblad, CEO and founder of Lindblad 
Expeditions-National Geographic, and members of his 
executive team, checking out the new itinerary, which 
officially begins in January 2020. On our preview sailing, 
along with journalists and travel advisors, were represen-
tatives of both local and Central American conservation 
groups. We were guinea pigs on a cruise purposely designed 
so that cruise guests can be in and out in a week – perfect 
for those looking for shorter vacation options.

The trip begins with a flight from Los Angeles                 
to Loreto, Mexico, and then a three-hour coach ride                
to San Carlos, where you board the 62-guest National             
Geographic Sea Lion, a comfortable base camp for                  
exploration. The ship is casual, the kind of atmosphere 
where you could walk across the lounge in bare feet           
and no one would look askance. Binoculars, cameras, 
and reusable metal water bottles are more valued acces-
sories than shoes.

It is legal to touch the whales in Mexico, and for everyone on the Lindblad ship, that was a goal.  
The expedition team did a good job of explaining what we were getting into. We crouched over the sides 
of our Zodiacs, gently stirring the water in an attempt to communicate. The whales got the message.

All of the neat little staterooms have a window              
for views. Most are configured with fixed twin beds 
(though there are a few where beds can be converted            
into a double) done up in crisp white sheets. A curtain            
in the bathroom protects the toilet when you take a 
shower – your sink is separate, near the beds. 

In the open-seating dining room, food is beautifully 
prepared and plated, the bartenders know what they are 
doing in the lounge and if you awake early, you can do a 
sunrise yoga class with inspiring views. Those are the 
only extravagances onboard. The main form of entertain-
ment is lectures, delivered by the ship’s naturalists and a 
NatGeo photo grapher. But you won’t dwell much on any 
of that, as you’ve come to commune with whales.

Lindblad, unlike other small ship operators, visits 
both the southern and northern areas of Magdalena Bay. 
The southern part only recently opened to visitors with a 
very small number of licenses issued. It’s where whales 
mate and give birth. The northern area, where the whales 
raise their young, is slightly more on the tourist path but 
still with limits on how many small boats can operate – 
land-based tourists can hire a Panga and guide to get 
close to the animals. Some 20,000 whales may be present 
in the north during the prime mid-winter season.

Lindblad takes its time and for several days you          
explore the warm waters with whales. The ship’s natural-
ists and local fishermen make sure rules on not disturbing 
the mammals are followed.

Dining room

Comfortable stateroom
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In the south, in clear blue waters, the whales kept            
a distance but approached our Pangas as if we were a 
curiosity, showing off a back or a fluke before moving on. 
In the north, often with calves in tow, they came right up 
to our Zodiacs (with local guides onboard), a behaviour 
they exhibit in this bay, and nowhere else in the world. 
No one knows why, but one guess is that they want to 
teach their young about humans.

It is legal to touch the whales in Mexico, and                  
for everyone on the Lindblad ship, that was a goal.           
The expedition team and naturalists on our cruise did a 
good job of explaining what we were getting into.

We crouched over the sides of our Zodiacs, gently 
stirring the water in an attempt to communicate. The 
whales got the message.

The backs of gray whales are covered by hard            
barnacles along for the ride, and inside these are whale 
lice. We were advised not to touch these, and also warned 
to close our mouths if the whales blow, because there is 
such a thing as whale flu.

That aside, when a whale comes up to your                     
inflatable boat, so close that you can reach off the side 
and rub a patch of silky gray skin, you go for it. In the 
process, you gain bragging rights but so much more.          
You feel like you have managed to have a bonding               
experience with an 80,000-ton whale mother and her         
calf and somehow, in a man-meets-animal kind of way, 
you are all the better for it.   n

RESPONSIBLE TOURISM
Lindblad Expeditions-National 
Geographic is a company that 
takes both conservation and 
connection to local communities 
seriously. The cruise operator 
recently announced it will become 
a carbon neutral company, 
beginning this year, making 
investments that effectively offset 
100 percent of emissions from its 
ship (eight of which are owned by       
the company and others that are 
leased). The company’s other 
sustainability initiatives include 
mandating supply chain solutions 
to eliminate plastic, making crew 
uniforms from recycled plastic 
and sourcing local, organic 
produce. Lindblad and National 
Geographic encourage their 
travellers to make voluntary 
donations that go towards 
conservation, education and   
other projects including in   
support of the coastal 
communities the ships visit.

Excited whale watchers reach out to touch a California gray whale
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JORDAN

You are very
welcome in

The Treasury, Petra
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HEN MY FLIGHT landed   
in Amman at 1:35am, I was 
tired and mildly concerned 

about making my way through cus-
toms, finding my driver and retriev-
ing my luggage – such are the joys of 
international travel.

I needn’t have worried. 
There, smiling broadly and 

holding a sign with my name, was 
the first member of the Goway Travel 
team, the tour company handling my 
trip. Taking both of my hands in his, 
he said, “You are very welcome in 
Jordan.”

He then waved a sheaf of docu-
ments at the customs officials and 
magically moved me right through 
the line. 

In moments, I was transferred 
into the capable hands of my driver 
guide who also shook my hand 
warmly and said “You are very          
welcome in Jordan.”

I was quickly beginning to         
understand the rave reviews I’d           
always heard about this country – 
it’s an easy place to love.

An ancient culture preserves its many riches  
for the future – we discover how as we follow a path  

of meaningful tourism in this welcoming country. 

LIZ FLEMING

I’d come to explore Jordan – 
perhaps the most comfortable nation 
in the middle east for a western 
woman to navigate – with a particu-
lar goal in mind. At a time when 
many of its neighbours are being 
rocked by conflict and destruction,         
I was keen to see how Jordan was 
preserving its archaeological treasures, 
its art, culture and its land.

With guidance from Baraka
We began in Amman, the capital city, 
and we had a fascinating handbook 
provided for our journey. Muna           
Haddad, the Founder and Managing 
Director of Baraka, an organization 
that works to create authentic tourism 
experiences for visitors to Jordan has 
created the Meaningful Tourism map 
of sustainable tourism areas – a trail 
that winds from ancient sites to nature 
preserves to artisans’ workshops. 
Goway uses this map to give guests  
the opportunity to meet Jordanians 
whose tourism work is helping to build 
and support not simply the economy of 
their country, but also its culture. 
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The Bedouins served us tea
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As we started our journey, the 
Meaningful Tourism map ensured 
that we weren’t overwhelmed by the 
busy city streets of Amman, pointing 
us to the breathtaking ruins of the 
Amman Citadel and the ancient 
Roman Theatre as well as the King 
Adbullah I Mosque. Ramadan was 
ending when we were there so many 
places were closed, but thanks to the 
Map, we were still able to get a sense 
of Amman’s mix of the ancient and 
modern worlds.  
  
Of valleys and deserts
Jordan itself, is a mix of many things 
– urban centres and rugged country-
side. My first taste of this was when 
I woke to a brilliant sun as it rose 
outside my bedroom at the nature 
lodge in Jordan’s Dana Reserve.              
I was struck by the contrast to             

landscape is safe from the ravages of 
bulldozers and cranes – it’s a place 
where indigenous wildlife can thrive 
and nomadic Bedouin families can 
roam with their tents and herds of 
goats. It offers a sense of what rural 
Jordan has been for centuries.

Why visit it?
I felt that same sense of protected 
isolation when I reached Wadi Rum, 
a UNESCO World Heritage site and 
an important stop on the Meaningful 
Tourism Map in southern Jordan, 
not far from the Saudi Arabian bor-
der. The vast desert landscape, made 
famous by Lawrence of Arabia, shel-
ters 25,000 ancient rock carvings and 
20,000 stone inscriptions – all pre-
cious relics of the ancient cultures 
who have lived in this beautiful, bar-
ren desert landscape for more than 
12,000 years. Though the sun on the 
dunes and the high rock faces is 
spectacular, it is at night that Nature 
puts on her most impressive show, 
filling the Wadi Rum sky with stars 
so bright you can almost read by 
them. Without light pollution of any 
kind, the stars rule supreme.

Artisans and Antiquities
Without doubt, Jordan is best known 
as the home of Petra, one of the oldest 
and most famous cultural sites in         
the world. To reach it, you must walk 
the Siq, a long, dry, dusty canyon 
pathway. Every tourist knows that 
when the Siq ends, they’ll find them-
selves staring up at the monumental 
Treasury, the famous stone edifice 
that marks the entry to Petra. What 
most tourists don’t know, however, is 
that not only are the ancient buildings 
inside Petra under protection as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, but the 
Siq itself has also been recognized as 
a cultural treasure by the Jordanian 
government and efforts are now being 
made to protect it from landslides and 
rock damage – the ravages of genera-
tions of tourist traffic. 

Times are changing in what is 
now called one of the seven wonders 
of the world. Just thirty years ago,  
Bedouins still lived in the caves and 
weekend revelers camped on the 
grounds of the ancient Nabatean city 
of Petra, originally built in 9,000 BC. 
Today, those areas are protected to 
prevent further breakdown of the soft 

| JORDAN

my hotel in Amman, where the        
bustling city had been clamouring 
just outside my window. In Dana,          
I heard nothing at all. Only the            
twittering of birds reminded me that 
I wasn’t completely alone. 

Perched on the edge of the          
massive rocky valley that cracks the 
heart of Jordan in two, stretching far 
down into the centre of Africa, the 
Dana Reserve was one of the national 
treasures on the Meaningful Tourism 
map and its silence and isolation are its 
best features. They mean this rugged 

This page:
A horse cart 
approaches Petra’s 
famous Treasury.
Petroglyphs in     
Wadi Rum marked 
the route for 
caravans.

Facing page:
Spectacular night 
sky over Wadi Rum.
Madaba Mosaic Map  
in the floor of the 
Greek Orthodox 
Basilica of Saint 
George. 
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red stone from which they’re built.        
Petra’s popularity is hazardous to the 
health of the site itself and protecting        
it is a delicate process. While simply 
limiting the access visitors have to 
various areas would seem a straight-
forward solution, local people depend 
on tourism traffic to make their living. 
It’s a balancing act that involves           
controlling the location of markets and 
encouraging the artisans who sell         
their wares within the site while still 
carefully restricting areas for hiking 
and climbing. 

 Though Petra is certainly              
Jordan’s most famous ancient site,   
it’s only one of many where the hands 
of ancient craftspeople left a legacy.   
In Madaba, spectacular Byzantine 
and Umayyad mosaics draw travel-
lers, religious pilgrims and art lovers 
from across the globe. The small 
town, located just 30 kilometres 
south-west of Amman, is best known 
for the Madaba Mosaic Map, a               
detailed representation in tiny slivers 
of coloured stone of the area as it was 
in the 6th century, miraculously          
preserved in the floor of the Greek  
Orthodox Basilica of Saint George. 

Careful conservation efforts have created a wealth of nature reserves 
in Jordan and each is part of a vigorous program of preservation –  
one that begins with the land but also includes art and culture.

LI
SE

YK
IN

A 
/ S

HU
TT

ER
ST

OC
K

DM
IT

RY
 C

HU
LO

V 
/ S

HU
TT

ER
ST

OC
K



32    CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES

FIND YOUR JORDAN
If you’d like to explore Jordan using the Meaningful Tourism 
Map as your guide, visit https://www.myjordanjourney.
com/experience-meaningful-travel.
Goway Travel offers an array of tailor-made itineraries that 
incorporate the meaningful travel sites – Jordan is only one 
of the many fascinating destinations available. With their 
bespoke tours, you can explore all corners of the world, 
always with an emphasis on supporting the local culture 
and economy, preserving the environment and minimizing 
the carbon footprint. For an in-depth look at the journeys 
available, visit www.goway.com

The map is surrounded by other, 
equally intricate mosaics from the 5th 
through the 7th centuries – multi-hued 
blossoms, mythological beasts in dream-
like settings, wild birds, fish and ani-
mals. Madaba is a mosaic extravaganza 
– miraculously preserved, despite the 
ravages of time and weather.

Nearby, Mount Nebo – where 
Moses is believed to have led his fol-
lowers for their first glimpse of the 
Promised Land below – also houses 
remarkable mosaics but that’s not 
what captured my attention. I was 
struck by a religious group who had 
clearly traveled to Mount Nebo as a 
pilgrimage. While other visitors con-
centrated on photographing the an-
cient mosaics, the members of this 
group sat, prayed and then began to 
sing hymns, while their Jordanian 
hosts listened respectfully.

Acceptance is a hallmark of the 
Jordanian culture and nowhere was 
that more obvious than in the agricul-
tural and artisans’ workshops we          
visited. The largest and best known         
of these, the Iraq Al-Amir Women’s 
Co-op, was founded in 1993 by Queen 
Noor, a Syrian-American woman who 
married King Hussein in 1978 and 
quickly became a champion for 
women, for those living with disabili-
ties and for artists across the country.  
Twenty km southwest of Amman’s 
city centre, the Iraq Al-Amir Women’s 
Co-op is housed in ten renovated          
historic farmhouses, creating a space 
for women and girls from Wadi                 
Al-Seer villages to work together to          
produce ceramics, olive oil soaps,    
fibre papermaking and handweaving,           
do food processing, conduct work-
shops and even offer overnight accom-
modation for travellers. All women are 
welcome to work there.

Our Meaningful Tourism Map 
stops included several co-op work-
shops as well as one restaurant,            
Summaga, where the produce served 
was all grown on 25 local organic 
farms near the village of Ajloun.           
Even the herbs used in the delicious 

traditional recipes were dried and 
packaged locally.  

My favourite of the artisans’ 
workshops was the Mount Nebo 
Handicraft Centre, another project of 
Jordan’s beloved Queen Noor. Appre-
ciating the cultural value of artisans, 
but recognizing that such careers are 
rarely lucrative, Queen Noor estab-
lished a number of co-operatives 
across the country. The goal of the 
Mount Nebo Handicraft Centre is not 
only to preserve an historic art form 
but also to ensure that Jordan’s mosaic 
artists are paid fairly for their work – a 
price they set for themselves. The 
work of 115 artists is on display at any 
time and many enhance their careers 
by coming to Madaba to work with 
recognized master mosaic experts.

“Artists from anywhere in Jordan 
can apply,” our guide explained as he 
showed us the intricate mosaic pieces 
that range from tiny, exquisite pen-
dants, to stunning portraits, to com-
plete dining table and chair sets. “If an 
artist has talent, their training and even 
accommodation will be paid for. 
Money is never an issue.”

 Only a small portion of the price 
of each piece goes towards the opera-
tion of the largely volunteer-run co-op 
– the lion’s share goes to the artists.  

| JORDAN

I watched a shy young woman 
creating a graceful mosaic design on 
an earthenware jar. Though she didn’t 
speak English and was completely          
immersed in her work, she still made a 
point of raising her head to smile at     
me as she carefully placed each tiny 
piece. It seemed impossible for any 
Jordanian I met to be less than friendly 
and accommodating.

From Petra to Madaba to Wadi 
Rum, the Dana Reserve, the Dead Sea 
and even in the bustling city of Amman, 
I was entertained, educated and            
embraced by everyone I met and I 
quickly fell in love with this very          
special part of the Middle East.                
Everything echoed those first words 
I’d heard in the airport “You are very 
welcome in Jordan.”   n 
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WE ARE ALASKA: BY LAND. BY SEA. BY EXPERTS.
See Alaska with those who know it best. Only Holland America Line gives you the ultimate Alaska cruise 

with more options to see Glacier Bay, spacious ships with unrivaled dining and the best live music at sea. 

Explore even deeper with the premier Denali National Park experience from the comfort of our exclusive 

resort. Find out why cruisers and travel experts have named us “Best in Alaska”.

CALL YOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR  
OR 1-877-SAIL HAL,  
OR VISIT HOLLANDAMERICA.COM
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Painting a Tanzanian safari canvas
Words by VANESSA LEE

Photography by TIM BOYLES

Tales from the

SERENGETI

W               E ARE DRESSED FOR THE PART; swaddled 
in shades of khaki, greens and browns, multi-layered 
against the chill of our early morning drive in the 
Serengeti. The sun has taken over from a starlit night 
in which we slept peacefully, with just the distant 
sounds of  animals going about their night foraging. 
The fresh, quiet peace of this early dawn is outstand-
ing. Donning our gloves and scarves, we grab our 
long-lens cameras and binoculars, and set off on what 
has become a daily adventure. It’s still early but we’ve 
had our coffee along with a hearty English-style 
breakfast. Our bellies are full and we are excited to 
head out on a game drive, anticipating all the animals 
and birds we’ll see. Our group takes several drives a 
day – in the morning and then later in the afternoon.  
We explore when the sun is not too high in the sky and 
while the animals are feeding and active. Our small 
Tauck safari squad is 19 strong and we are on one of 
their terrific Earth Journeys, created in conjunction 
with BBC Earth and tailored for small groups of less 
than 24. They have an adage with which we agree – 
“How you see the world matters.” As our trip unfolds, 
this becomes a truism for us all. During the week, we 
enjoy a number of video documentaries from BBC 
Earth, finding they truly enhance our experience of the 
trip.  We’re accompanied by Siggy, our dedicated 
Tauck Tour Director and four extremely knowledge-
able local driver/guides. We quickly become a “fam-
ily” unit during our seven-day safari. 
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WE RIDE IN ONE OF the four roomy 
jeeps (we all get a window and can 
easily stand – shoes off – to look out 
when the roof is raised) with various 
members of our group and a differ-
ent driver each time. It’s the ideal 
way to encourage camaraderie and 
get to know our fellow animal enthu-
siasts. Ages in the group range from 
two 18-year old high school grads    
accompanying their grandparents,   
to some young people in their late 
20s and 30s but most of the rest of    
us are in our 50s to late 70s. Our        
one commonality – a love for the 
wildlife we are viewing and a taste 
for a little adventure. 

We have flown into Kilimanjaro 
airport and spent our first night in a 
local hotel before coming together as 
a group. Siggy is very organized and 
knows his stuff – as is typical of any 
Tauck trip leader. We’re well cared 
for, offered solid advice, given snacks 
for the road, along with bottled water 
and reminders about using every 
washroom we come across! 

Our adventure of discovery is all 
about the search for the Big Five – 
lion, rhino, leopard, buffalo and ele-
phant. Some of us have been to Africa 
before (two safaris in Kenya for me) 
but most are experiencing the dark 
continent for the first time. Excite-
ment is palpable and smiles are wide.

We soon hear cries from the 
jeeps ahead of us – and in our own. 
“Zebras at ten o’clock!” and “Tom-
mies (Thompson gazelles) at three 
o’clock”. And then we see a group-
ing of giraffes – called a ‘tower’ we 
learn – straight ahead on our path. 
We stop, everyone quietens and the 
only sound is the click, click, click        
of camera shutters. We gaze in awe 
at these gentle creatures and speak  
in hushed tones. They are elegant, 
sweet-looking and have no fear.         
One stops right by our jeep to        
munch on a delicious bunch of Aca-
cia tree leaves which, we learn from 
our guide, is their favourite food. 

They are so close that we can see 
how different the markings are on 
each, and how their shades really do 
vary. We are absolutely entranced.

And so, it goes. We stay first in 
the remarkable Ngorongoro Crater Na-
tional Park – a volcanic caldera that 
never filled with water and now pro-
vides a home for over 25,000 animals 
and a wide variety of species including 
flamingoes and many bird varietals. 
We drive in and down to our hotel 
which is literally built into the rock rim 
on the upper side of the crater. Our 
room is wonderful with all the mod 
cons one needs and – a bonus – a re-
markable view of the crater from our 
private terrace. It’s absolutely thrilling 
to be up high and gaze down on the 
animals below. The crater is about 20 
km wide and filled with forest, varied 
grasslands, lakes and watering holes. 
The animals are safe – except, of 
course, from each other! There is no 
poaching here, which is wonderful, as 
that ache is ever present in our minds 
as we engage with these beautiful crea-
tures. The crater is a must do on any 
Tanzanian trip.

 Our game drive there is marvel-
lous as we come to a hippo pool, leave 
our vehicles and get somewhat near 
to those big-mouthed, snuffly animals 
– called a ‘bloat’ – and see them sub-
merging and lounging in the mud. 

Fast friendships are formed and 
encouraged and it’s fun to share stories 
as day becomes night and we congre-
gate for a sundowner cocktail before 
dinner each evening, perhaps with 
some entertainment or a BBC vignette. 

It’s early June with great weather 
– not too hot during the days – and 
our Tanzanian trek has us on a full 
schedule. Our itinerary is such that 
we usually spend two nights at each 
of the three wonderful lodges we       
visit (described on page 40). We’re 
discovering the endless plains that are 
the Serengeti – or Siringet as the          
Masaii call it. We’re up early at the 
end of each stay, to head out for           
another, often dusty, sometimes 
bumpy, drive to the next location. 

| TANZANIA SAFARI

Our adventure  
of discovery  
is all about the 
search for the  
Big Five – lion, 
rhino, leopard, 
buffalo and 
elephant. 
Excitement is 
palpable and 
smiles are  
wide.
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The author, with the four driver/guides - enjoys a picnic lunch in the bush at the Crater
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Driving on, we come to a small 
clearing where an expansive picnic 
lunch has been set up for us, literally 
in the middle of the bush. We feel 
privileged and the whole effect is 
magical as a buffet BBQ appears, 
along with drinks and wine. We love 
that we are off on our own, no others 
in sight and that this special inclusion 
is just a typical part of travelling with 
Tauck. Nothing but the best.

We are fortunate to see many 
lions, including a number of couples 
romancing each other. Is it mating 
season we wonder? But we’re told      
no, this goes on all the time. We just        
happen to be running into lions          
coupling and taking their time to          
do so. Apparently, they often take        
up to a week together – a sort of       
honeymoon, our driver Geoffrey tells 
us, to ensure the production of            
offspring. We see a few prides with  
cubs as well, mostly slumbering          
in the warmth of the day.

 Our encounters with elephants 
were many and varied and we came 
so close to a herd that they – and we 
– were equally surprised. A few trum-
pets from the matriarch gave us fair 
warning and we quickly backed up, 
giving them their space and sat for 
many minutes watching. The other 
females surrounded their young and 
then, when they saw no threat, con-
tinued with the business of feeding 
and roaming to prepare for a night’s 
sleep. We were impressed by the way 
they each care for the other and pri-
oritize the safety of their own family 
unit. Elephants are magnificent and 
this experience was one of our best.

The zebras – a ‘dazzle’ as they 
are called – were wonderful. We saw 
many but were particularly thrilled      
to see a mating dance occur. It was 
utterly fascinating, with both male 
and female engaging – the male 
kneeling on one leg as if bowing to 
her beauty, and the female placing 
her head on his back in a sign of         
submission, each biting and moving 
and literally dancing around each 

other in the most absorbing and            
enchanting way. 

There were even two leopard 
sightings, which were a highlight for 
all. Our driver guides found them 
each time with their keen eyes, lolling 
up in trees, one with a kill – a rare and 
unforgettable sight. We also saw one 
lone rhino in the distance making it 
possible for us to boast about our Big 
Five sightings.

Other highlights included a           
balloon safari very early one morning 
across the plains. We sailed low to  
see animals beneath us and finished 
with a Champagne breakfast on the 
ground – included by Tauck. On our 
first full and busy day we visited a 
Masaii boma to meet the villagers;   
we danced a little, smiled a lot,            
and were privileged to be invited into 
their homes – very small huts made  
of earth, sticks and cow dung. The 
Masaii are wanderers by nature and 
will move villages with the animals as 
migration takes place. They can also 
take several wives and usually have 
many children. 

We bonded with them, bought a 
few of their crafts and then headed to 
the next stop which is an important 
feature of any Tauck safari. We were 
taken to a school to meet the children, 
see their classrooms and also to give 
some gifts and make a contribution      
to help the school buy supplies. It       
was an eye-opening experience and             
reminded us of how very lucky we 
are here at home. The children were 
delightful, singing us a few songs and 
loving to have their pictures taken.  

Africa is inspirational; it’s spec-
tacular art on canvas – a huge paint-
ing of every colour imaginable, 
covered by an almost indescribable 
patina. It has depth and character, 
and yet is swathed in mystery. The 
colours on this canvas are punctuated 
by the crystal-like stars of a darkening 
sky as it follows the blood red of a 
full, fat sunset permeating the grass-
lands around us. It’s truly a master-
piece in every imaginable way.   n

The zebras – a ‘dazzle’ as they are called 
–  were wonderful. We were particularly 

thrilled to see a mating dance occur.             
It was utterly fascinating and enchanting.

| TANZANIA SAFARI
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Excited local school children Masai i villagers
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| WHERE WE STAYED

Ngorongoro Serena Safari Lodge
Literally carved into the crater rim and built from local river stone boulders, 
this hotel, set within a UNESCO World Heritage Site, has amazing views from 
each room’s private terrace and from the main lodge itself. The rooms are 
reached by timbered walkways on several levels and offer very comfortable 
accommodations with great features and amenities, a large bathroom and 
locally inspired décor. Masaii carvings, painted walls, leather headboards and 
brass lamps all add to the authentic character. We did not  require a guide at 
night as one could walk inside the hotel to the lovely, comfortable main 
lounge and the upper dining area which has huge windows for viewing. 
There’s a fire going literally all the time, and a bar and terrace to enjoy that 
early evening cocktail. The whole place is utterly charming and a wonderful 
place to start a safari. There’s a pool, although in early June the weather was 
very cool at night, so not much outdoor activity took place. Our bush picnic 
lunch was organized by the hotel and Tauck and dinners were taken at 
family-sized tables with members of our group, with a mix of menu and 
buffet options and a comfort food sensibility.  

Serengeti Serena Safari Lodge 
This property has interesting ‘Rondavel” style huts clustered throughout the 
grounds with thatched roofs and a private terrace, each blending into the 
landscape of acacia groves and offering stunning views over those endless 
Serengeti plains. There are two units – upper and lower – in each hut, but 
privacy is maintained. The main lodge has a sense of a tribal dwelling and an 
indigenous aesthetic, with wonderful dark beams, huge wooden pillars with 
embellished carvings and a high domed ceiling which covers the two-level 
dining space. There are expansive stone terraces on which to relax – and 
there’s a pool and lovely terrace area surrounding it – the perfect spot for        
our group to savour an official Sundowner welcome cocktail and enjoy local 
entertainment as the sun set on another safari day. The spacious rooms have 
lots of wood accents, warm earth tones, a bathroom with shower, one sink 
and a desk.  At night, one needs an escort to and from one’s room but it   
didn’t stop us spying a bush baby nest in a tree by our room! The food, with 
an expansive buffet offering for both dinners, was the best of the week.

Tauck works with Serena Hotels in Tanzania and we stayed at   
two lodges and a tented camp on safari, for two nights each.           
All offered welcoming service and charming accommodations 
with Wi-Fi and basic in-room coffee/tea makers. Some were  
quite luxurious, each with a distinct style and décor.

View of Ngorongoro Crater from our private terrace
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Getting ready for your  Tanzanian safari
• Organize well ahead of time. Canadians need a visa, so apply online 

early as it can take up to a month. You can get a visa when you land         
in Tanzania (TZ) but it’s not recommended.

• Visit a medical clinic specializing in African travel to see which shots 
you require. Although there are currently no occurences in TZ, you 
may need a yellow fever vaccination as well as other shots, depending 
on your age  and health history. Malaria pills are a must but they may 
cause tummy upsets and diarrhea, so take Immodium and Gravol.        
Use bottled water – even for brushing your teeth. 

• Take international or UK electrical converter plugs. Most hotels have 
wall-mounted hairdryers with phone charging outlets in their bases. 

• Buy from people in the villages to help the local economy – mostly 
bracelets and small wood carvings. US Dollars are widely accepted   
and  appreciated.

• Be prepared to wake early every day, not get enough sleep and know 
that free time is minimal.  

• Don’t wear black, take a hat and dress in layers – it’s cool in the 
morning and at night but warm enough for a swim during the day.  

• Tauck sends helpful information ahead of time and provides an app.  
At their suggestion we brought pens and notebooks to give to the 
school we visited and gave our Tour Director some US cash to pass 
along. Tauck generously makes a donation every visit and you may 
want to contribute, but it’s not obligatory.  The children walk to         
school – sometimes several kilometers – and go home for lunch.          
The conditions are basic – but they’re happy! It feels good to help out.

Kirawira Tented Camp – Western Serengeti
This luxurious tented camp sits on a hilltop – and yes, again there is a 
spectacular view. Even the main lodge area and dining rooms are tented and 
you feel as if you are partaking of an “Out of Africa” moment with a colonial 
ambiance evocative of the Edwardian era. There was time to sip a Pimms on a 
campaign-style chair set on the terrace and relax on the chintz covered chairs 
and couches, enjoying the slightly old-fashioned and delightful feel. Each tent, 
set on a timbered platform with a spacious deck, is located a discreet distance 
from the others. They are splendidly luxurious with a separate, black and white 
tiled floor bathroom with shower and separate loo and two sinks and there are 
zippers for all “windows” and the tent entry.  A comfy king-size four-poster 
bed, accents such as steamer trunks, leather pulls and more campaign chairs 
made this my favourite lodge. It’s an atmospheric spot with a large pool and 
terrace and fantastic bird life and a few monkeys running around on one’s tent 
roof. Again, after dark, one has to be escorted to and from the main tents.  

LEADING THE WAY IN SUSTAINABLE AND  
RESPONSIBLE TOURISM AROUND THE WORLD
Tauck engages in many preservation efforts and extends 
grants to a number of organizations around the world. Their 
sustainability efforts start at their  head office in the US and 
they are now rolling out eco-friendly conservation initiatives 
aboard their river cruises – many aimed at eliminating small, 
single-use plastics. Insulated reusable water bottles are now 
also offered on many tours.
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Ancient UNESCO cities. Local Ayurvedic treatments.  
Epic train rides. Authentic Sri Lanka appeals to curious 

travellers – and visitors with big hearts are needed.
JANICE AND GEORGE MUCALOV

Seduced by
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Tea plantation in the highlands of Sri Lanka 
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EARLIER IN THE MORNING, we’d 
boarded the blue train in Kandy for 
the seven-hour journey – considered 
one of the world’s most beautiful 
train rides – to the mountain village 
of Ella. After three days of hiking and 
touring tea plantations in Ella, we’ll 
meet our driver again to continue our 
circle tour of Sri Lanka.

This teardrop of an island is 
proving to be one of the most               
fascinating countries we’ve visited. 
Not overwhelmed by tourists, it’s 
one of the few places left in the world 
that offers a wealth of authentic          
experiences, and it’s so diverse that 
it ticks off most items on a traveller’s 
wish list. A bustling capital city          
(Colombo) with museums and color-
ful markets? Check. Sacred Buddhist 
temples, cave paintings and ancient 
UNESCO-listed monuments? Indeed. 
Palm-lined beaches? Oh yes – and 
then there are the epic train rides and 
colonial hill towns like Ella.

Since the end of its civil war          
ten years ago, Sri Lanka – named           
the best country in the world to             
visit in 2019 by Lonely Planet – has 
welcomed tourists with open arms. 
Tragically, that ten-year peace              
was jolted by a series of bombings         
in Colombo over Easter, and dozens 
of suspects were arrested. Travel          
advisories have since been lifted, 

however, and British travellers (which 
make up the second largest market of 
tourists) are no longer warned against 
travelling to Sri Lanka. To help woo 
tourists back, Sri Lanka is now offer-
ing free visas until February 1, 2020 to 
Canadians and citizens from nearly 
50 other countries.

We find the people to be warm, 
friendly and proud of their country 
– everyone we meet asks: “How do 
you like Sri Lanka?” We’re also pleas-
antly surprised Sri Lanka is so litter-
free. Most hotels have embraced a 
green ethos. In our rooms, we find 
flasks of filtered water and glasses 
instead of plastic bottles. 

After shaking off jet lag in             
Colombo, our first destination is        
Anuradhapura. A treasure trove of 
2,000-year-old temples, the ancient 
city is one of five UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites in the country’s           
“Cultural Triangle.” 

Our base is the lovely Ulagalla. 
Set among rice paddies and lush 
jungle, the eco-friendly resort              
features 26 thatch-roof chalets built 
from local biodegradable materials 
(fire-resistant durra or rice-straw was 
used in the walls and ceilings).              
To preserve the environment, not a 
single tree was cut down, and over 
1,000 more trees have been planted 
on the property. An onsite solar farm 
also produces half the hotel’s energy. 
There’s no stinting on luxury though 
– each chalet has its own pool. 

A highlight is bicycling one       
sunset in Anuradhapura through 
fields of monastery ruins. We end up 
at the enormous Ruwanwelisaya 
stupa, where Buddhist worshippers 
in white saris lay lotus flower offer-
ings. Incense wafts through the hot 
air and the lyrical sound of chanting 
monks is hypnotic. It’s so peaceful, 
we hesitate to leave. But candlelight 
dining back at Ulagalla is too good to 
miss. Salad greens come from its         
organic garden and the delicately-
spiced Sri Lankan curries are a treat 
for the taste buds.

Gleefully hanging out the open train door, gripping the grab bars tightly,              
we watch Sri Lanka’s emerald tea plantations fly by. We have “first-class” seats. 
But peering out glass windows in an air-conditioned carriage can’t match            
the thrill of fresh mountain air whooshing in through the open doorway.               
Some travellers sit on the floor, dangling their legs out, as we clackety-clack          
our way through the mist-streaked hills ribboned with rows of tea plants.
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| SRI LANKA

This page:
Riding the scenic 
blue train from 
Kandy to Ella.
A tea picker from 
one of the tea 
plantations shows  
off her harvest.
Facing page:
The impressive       
Lion Rock.
Buddhist monks  
walk towards the 
Ruwanwelisaya stupa 
at Anuradhapura.
Monkeys climb the 
giant Buddha at 
Anuradhapura.
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Climbing Sigirya – the Lion Rock: 
Some 2,500 years ago, King Kasyapa built 
a “Sky Palace” on top of this 200-metre 
rock. After passing through two giant 
sculpted lion’s paws half way up, you must 
climb a narrow metal  staircase clinging 
to the vertical rock face. But make it to 
the summit, and you’re rewarded with 
360 degree views of the  palace’s land-
scaped gardens below and forests beyond 
stretching as far as the eye can see.



46    CRUISE AND TRAVEL LIFESTYLES

Without Athula’s insider knowledge, 
we would never have found this       
authentic Ayurvedic spa on our own.

Next up? The former royal hill 
capital of Kandy, another UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. The drawing card 
is the Temple of the Tooth. Built in     
the late 16th century, the temple is    
believed to hold the sacred relic of           
the Buddha’s left tooth. It’s humbling 
to be one with the throngs of wor-
shippers praying within the temple’s 
intricately crafted interiors. You can’t 
actually see the tooth though – it’s           
enshrined in a casket guarded by two 
giant elephant tusks. 

Kandy is where we temporarily 
say goodbye to our driver so we can        
experience our heads-out-the-window 
train ride to the relaxed town of Ella. 
There we hike mountain trails to         
glorious viewpoints and sip our way 
through gallons of tea. Athula then 
picks us up again for our onward 
journey to Galle on the southwest 
coast. Built by the Dutch in 1663, the 
fortified city is also a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. 

Our rest stop here is Why House, 
an English villa-style estate surrounded 
by tropical gardens. When the heat 

Later, our driver Athula suggests 
we try an Ayurvedic treatment at a local 
spa. “It’s the best in Sri Lanka – better 
than any 5-star hotel, and cheaper 
too!” he enthusiastically cajoles.

Most visitors, like us, see the 
country independently with a licensed 
driver guide. He chauffeurs you 
around on your trip (typically two 
weeks) in a private car. Hotels usually 
offer free driver accommodation.       
Affordable even for travellers on a 
budget, it’s a win-win for everyone. 
Tourist jobs are given to knowledge-
able locals eager to show off their 
country. And visitors are protected 
from the risk of rental car accidents 
on unfamiliar roads. We rely on       
Athula for other things too – where 
the “western” loos are, which hill 
climb up to a temple is in the shade, 
where to buy wine for sipping on our 
hotel balcony…

Athula’s spa recommendation 
turns out to be excellent. The spa is 
basic, with wooden huts in a garden 
planted with medicinal trees. But             
the powerful massages get the kinks 
out. And the “steam room” – a shack 
with herbs and mango branches            
on the floor – is fun and novel.                              

In the Cultural Triangle, we also 
climb Sigirya – the Lion Rock. Some 
2,500 years ago, King Kasyapa built 
a “Sky Palace” on top of this 200-
metre rock pinnacle. After passing 
through two giant sculpted lion’s 
paws half way up, you must climb a 
narrow metal staircase clinging to 
the vertical rock face. But make it to 
the summit, and you’re rewarded 
with 360 degree views of the palace’s 
landscaped gardens below and for-
ests beyond stretching as far as the 
eye can see.
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Temple Guardian at 
the Temple of the 
Tooth which houses 
a tooth of the 
Buddha, Sri Lanka’s 
most important 
Buddhist relic.
Dellawella Beach 
near Galle
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SRI LANKA | 

TRAVEL TO SRI LANKA this 
winter and you’ll be helping 
small businesses – chauffeur/
guides, restaurants, dive shops  
– recover their livelihoods           
(and you’ll probably get         
great hotel discounts too). 
After the bombings, tourist 
bookings were slashed and  
are just now trickling back. 
• The best time to visit the west 

and south coasts and central          
Sri Lanka (covered here) is the 
cool dry season from December 
to March. 

• We used Red Dot Tours in                
Sri Lanka for guided chauffeur 
services. reddottours.com

• A luxurious oasis, the eco-friendly   
Ulagalla is ideally situated for 
exploring the Cultural Triangle.  
ugaescapes.com/ulagalla

• The boutique Why House has 
individually decorated rooms  
and is a free tuk-tuk ride away 
from a great swimming beach. 
whyhousesrilanka.com

• Book the Fortress Resort & Spa  
(a member of Small Luxury 
Hotels of the World) on a half-
board basis – meals are excellent. 
fortressresortandspa.com

• For safety concerns, check 
Government of Canada 
advisories for Sri Lanka.  
travel.gc.ca/destinations/ 
sri-lanka 

• Book with a travel advisor.

wanes, we rouse ourselves from the 
all-too-inviting pool and hail a tuk-tuk 
to Galle to stroll its rambling lanes, 
taking in the restored boutique hotels, 
art galleries, shops and stylish cafés. 
Its European vibe is such a contrast 
from the Buddhist cultural sights 
we’ve seen so far! Come sunset,          
we walk atop the thick ramparts        
surrounding the seaside city.

We end our trip at the Fortress 
Resort & Spa, which sits smack against 
a wave-washed beach. After two 
weeks of touring, we’re ready to do 
nothing but read in the hotel’s hang-
ing bubble loungers on the lawn, 
swim in its infinity pool and stroll the 
gold-sand beach that stretches for 
miles to the west. We’d hoped to         
see Sri Lanka’s iconic stilt fishermen 
but sadly, stilt fishing is a dying art 
today, and their wooden perches            
at the water’s edge are empty. Some-
times though, a fisherman will pose 
for photos for a fee.

If we had more time, we’d visit 
one of Sri Lanka’s 15 national parks. 
Yala National Park is a sanctuary for 
some 50+ protected leopards and 
Minneriya National Park is the place 
to go to see 200 wild Asian elephants 
gather to feed and bathe between 
May and September. Being popular, 
though, sections of the parks get      
more day-safari visitors than they can         
sustain, so staying at a park eco-lodge 
is the responsible way to visit.

Still, nature surprises us as           
we are walking the Fortress beach our 
last afternoon – we come across a 
wild sea turtle which has crawled        
up the sand to lay her eggs. From 
January to April, green sea turtles nest 
along the beaches of Sri Lanka’s 
southern coast. We watch in amaze-
ment as the mother turtle drops her 
golfball-size eggs. Staff from a nearby 
turtle sanctuary then gently help her 
back into her ocean home. We, too, 
turn around to pack up for home, feel-
ing blessed by all the remarkable 
sights we’ve witnessed in this seduc-
tive country.   n 
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Journey to the

Ends of  
the Earth
Silversea Expeditions shows that it is  
possible to explore the more remote reaches          
of the world in great comfort. With days of  
rugged adventure and nights of lavish luxury,  
Silversea’s Arctic and Antarctica cruises  
are comfortable and rewarding journeys  
to the ends of the Earth.

LIZ FLEMING AND AARON SAUNDERS
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Silver Cloud at Melchior Island, Antarctica



ships are adorned with amenities that the earliest              
explorers could only dream of. Bvlgari toiletries and 
Pratesi linens grace the accommodations of these            
all-suite ships. Butlers deliver afternoon canapés and 
offer up a hot drink, spiked generously, upon returning 
from a day’s chilly adventures at the end – or the top - 
of the Earth. Superbly tasty dishes are on the menu;              
a far cry from the hard tack and pemmican that made 
up the average polar diet a century ago. 

Arctic and Antarctic exploring with Silversea is 
more than just a vacation. It is a rite of passage into an 
exclusive group of adventurers. To this day, few on this 
earth will ever lay eyes on such magnificent places – the 
Antarctic is a continent so large that it boasts four           
separate time zones but no permanent population.          
The only thing that exists there, at the edge of the 
world, are penguins, sea life, and the relentless creaking 
and groaning of the Antarctic ice. 

THEY’RE OFTEN CALLED the ultimate bucket-list           
destinations. Antarctica and the Arctic have fascinated 
humankind since they were first seen hundreds of         
years ago. Their moody skies, thrilling landscapes and             
awe-inspiring ice floes have inspired explorers for          
centuries. Names like Franklin, Peary, Scott, Shackleton, 
Amundsen, Nansen and Borchgrevink are inexorably 
linked to the history of the poles. Many of those who 
came to these areas a century ago ended their explora-
tions in failure, and even death, on their quest to reach 
the fabled North or South Poles. One hundred years 
later, the likes of Franklin, Shackleton and Scott would 
be amazed to see the kind of comfort and safety in 
which Antarctica and the Arctic can be explored.

Ultra-luxury line Silversea makes it possible to             
explore Antarctica and the Arctic in the most luxurious 
way while still offering its guests an adventure in the 
truest sense of the word. Its world-class expedition 
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| SILVERSEA POLAR CRUISES

Reaching Antarctica with Silversea is 
deceptively simple. The line’s entire 
roster of expeditions to the Last             
Continent depart roundtrip from             
Ushuaia, Argentina. The southernmost 
city in the world, Ushuaia is con-
veniently situated next to the Drake 
Passage; a turbulent stretch of water 
that separates South America from 
Antarctica. Made fierce by the conver-
gence of currents from the Atlantic and 
Pacific Oceans, experienced Antarctic 
veterans know that reaching Antarctica 
requires a trip across this legendary 
stretch of water. But whether you will 
encounter “The Drake Lake” or “The 
Drake Shake” is up to Mother Nature.

Protected from the currents of the 
Drake, cruising through the Antarctic 
Peninsula is typically a serene affair, 
with temperatures that are typically         
no colder (if not warmer) than most 
Canadian cities in the wintertime. 

The “classic” Antarctica cruise 
with Silversea Expeditions is a 10-day 
journey roundtrip from Ushuaia. 
Once in Antarctica, the ship’s exact 
route and schedule are determined      
by weather and local conditions.        
This gives the crew and Expedition 
Staff maximum flexibility to deliver 
the best possible experience here.      

No two Antarctic sites are alike. 
There is  the otherworldly sight of     
Deception Island, a sheltered harbour 
with remnants of fur sealing bases 
from the turn of the last century. 

Preserved by the dry air (Antarctica is 
technically a desert) and the cold, 
most buildings and outposts from the 
sealing and whaling trade you’ll find 
in Antarctica make you feel as if 
you’re taking a step back in time. 

Another popular stop along the 
Antarctic Peninsula is Port Lockroy.     
A former British naval outpost and 
research station, it now features a 
small museum and the southernmost 
operational post office in the world. 

Few things, however, prepare 
visitors for the grandeur of the Lemaire 
Channel. Named after Belgian explorer 
Charles Lemaire, it is one of the top 
sights for ships cruising to Antarctica, 
thanks to its sheer cliff walls, narrow 
passageways and reflective waters that 
stretch for some 11 km.

Journey into history
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Unlike the Antarctic voyages, which 
all begin in Ushuaia, Argentina,                    
Silversea’s Arctic expeditions sail 
from several different ports and offer 
a fascinating range of sights and              
experiences. Your adventure could, 
for example, begin in the remote port 
of Kangerlussuaq, Greenland where, 
for generations, Crayola-bright build-
ings have served as beacons to guide 
fishermen back to shore. 

Aboard Silver Cloud, you’ll sail 
past the famous Evigheids Glacier to 
Nuuk (Godthab), then onto Iqaluit – 
the capital city of Nunavut. In addi-
tion to a wealth of other ports, you’ll 
visit the ancient Viking settlement at 
L’anse aux Meadows where the 
Norse explorer Leif Erikson and his 
men became the first Europeans to 
establish a colony on North American 
soil. There, you’ll marvel that the   
impressions in the soil, made by the 
walls of Leif’s sod and stone hut, are 
still visible. This incredible northern 
expedition will then sail to Woody 
Point, in the heart of Newfound-
land’s spectacular Gros Morne             
National Park, and on through the 

stunning Quebec Maritime region. A 
fascinating 13-port adventure, filled 
with the contrasting sights of rugged 
Arctic landscapes and charming rural 
fishing villages, your voyage will end 
in fascinating old Quebec City.

Silver Cloud doesn’t confine     
herself only to Canada’s coastline,       
instead plunging deep into the rugged 
heart of Manitoba, through the wild 
waters of Hudson’s Bay. One remark-
able 27-day cruises takes guests 
through the iciest reaches of the 
world, beginning in Norway’s Long-
yearbyen and Svalbard – known as 
the polar bear capital of the world.      
A visit to Spitsbergen, located in the 
gorgeous Norwegian archipelago will 
also showcase a plethora of polar 
bears, especially early in the season. 

Sail past the breathtaking Dynjani 
waterfalls, Prince Christian Sound, 
Cape Dorset, Lady Franklin Island, 
Iqaluit and more, to Churchill,           
Manitoba. There, in one of Canada’s 
wildest outposts, polar bears dot the 
shoreline and beluga whales regu-
larly glide up to investigate the ship 
and her guests. 

The smaller Silver Explorer also 
sails Arctic waters each spring           
and summer, offering such exciting          
itineraries as a 25-day Nome, Alaska 
to Tromsø, Norway journey. This 
‘North East Passage’ route takes 
guests through a part of the world so 
remote that few people have ever 
heard of it, let alone visited. Guests 
will have the opportunity to experi-
ence a unique culture and view a 
wealth of whales, including Beluga 
and Narwhal, walrus and polar bears 
to name just a few. Truly the perfect 
cruise for wildlife lovers.

Arctic adventuring – a safari at sea
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on the Antarctic 
Peninsula.
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polar bear sighting.
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Silversea has been operating expedi-
tion cruises to the polar regions for 
more than a decade, pioneering the 
use of luxury vessels at a time when 
most expedition ships were converted 
Russian icebreakers and research   
vessels. These ships were functional, 
but not necessarily comfortable.

Silversea currently offers two 
ships in Antarctica and the Arctic:       
the intimate 144-guest Silver Explorer 
and the 254-guest Silver Cloud. The 
latter began life as Silversea’s first   
ultra-luxury ship and in 2017 was 
converted into a proper expedition 
ship, complete with an ice-class hull, 
a new observation lounge, a fleet         
of Zodiacs and completely-refreshed 
public spaces and suites. 

Small and comfortable, Silver 
Cloud is still large enough to offer 
plenty of big-ship amenities. These 
include a spacious, open-seating         
restaurant; the two-storey Explorer’s 
Lounge where lectures and daily 
briefings are held; a dedicated and 
cozy bar known as Dolce Vita;                             
the Italian-themed La Terrazza           
Restaurant; the Zagara Spa and 
Salon; and the always-popular            
Panorama Lounge. 

Onboard Silver Cloud, life is 
convivial and relaxed. From Tor’s 
Observation Lounge, perched high 
atop the ship, guests have breathtak-
ing views of the Arctic and Antarctic 
majesty thanks to a 180-degree bank 
of floor-to-ceiling windows. Nearby 
shelves are stocked with books on 
wildlife and polar exploration, and 
the ship’s dedicated Expedition 

NAVIGATING  
THE FUTURE OF  
POLAR TRAVEL
While both polar regions offer 
pristine and dramatic scenery               
and the spectacle of remarkable 
wildlife there is no doubt that both 
the Arctic and Antarctica are 
under severe pressure and highly 
vulnerable to climate change.                   
In both July and August 2019, 
massive amounts of glacier ice 
sheets melted – in one day alone          
in August, the earth lost 12 billion 
tons of glacier ice in Greenland.            
Sea ice is declining and this will 
dramatically effect wildlife’s ability 
to survive at both poles. Research 
continues and awareness is most 
certainly increasing and there are 
numerous conservation efforts 
underway to protect our oceans, 
these polar regions, the indigenous 
populations and to further 
responsible tourism.

A member trade association,                                     
the International Association of 
Antarctica Tour Operators 
(IAATO) has established extensive 
procedures and guidelines that 
facilitate appropriate safe and 
environmentally sound, private 
sector travel to the Antarctic.           
Part of their mission is stated as 
follows: “In a destination where    
no indigenous population exists           
to speak for itself, visitors return   
home as ambassadors of goodwill, 
guardianship and peace”.

The cruise companies that travel   
to the ends of the earth to show 
their guests some of the most 
marvellous places on our planet 
and to increase our overall aware-
ness of both poles have embraced 
the conservation and preservation 
of these regions for current and 
future generations and take their 
responsibilities very seriously. 

Team members routinely hold infor-
mation sessions on the ship’s current 
position and likely wildlife sightings. 

Thanks to the ship’s collection 
of nimble inflatable Zodiacs, Silver 
Cloud is able to land guests ashore in 
the most remote places. There are 
few landing facilities in Arctic ports 
and no docks in Antarctica, so all 
journeys to and from land are oper-
ated on the ship’s Zodiacs. With 
complimentary tours led by Silversea’s 
world-class expedition staff, guests 
can indulge in explorations ashore; 
scenic shoreline cruises; or voyages 
that get up close with towering ice-
bergs and thrilling wildlife.  n

Silver Cloud in the Arctic and Antarctica
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Cruise the Great Lakes this summer on a          
choice of small, elegant yacht-like ships and        
see some  of Ontario’s most charming towns, 
small ports and the world-class city of Toronto. 

The rich and historic heritage of this Canadian 
province melds with the breathtaking scenery        
of four of the famous Great Lakes. 

From Niagara Falls to the charming ports of 
Midland, Parry Sound and Little Current on 
glorious Georgian Bay,  the largest freshwater 
island in the world and the majesty of a 
spectacular rugged coastline, you will be  
amazed at the beauty found here. All the while 
enjoy unforgettable sightseeing, excellent cuisine, 
and personalized service along with all the 
amenities these delightful  small  ships can o� er. 

Change your perspective on the world – 
cruise in Ontario this year.

See your preferred travel advisor for information.

Cruise Canada’s 

GREAT 
LAKES

T H O U S A N D S  O F  I S L A N D S   |   R U G G E D  F O R E S T S   |   P R I S T I N E  H A R B O U R S
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South Africa’s magnificent  
Madikwe Game Reserve  
is a leader in sustainable  
and socially aware safaris.
TIM JOHNSON

A safari with 
significance
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RUE DARKNESS has just taken over, the last streaks of 
the sunset fading from orange, to pink, to blue and then– 
inky black. The Sundowner drinks have been packed 
away, the limes stowed, the biltong back in its container, 
and all the gin – and tonic – is currently cooling on melted 
ice. But we’re still driving, the open-backed safari jeep 
roaring across the semi-desert, the Botswana border out 
there… somewhere. 

Everyone else has gone back to the lodge, content to 
call it a day and sip pre-dinner drinks by a roaring fire, 
but out here on the sand, my guide, Shane, has a hunch. 
With our wildlife tracker, Msongeya, swinging his high-
powered lamp in long arcs into the long grass and low 
trees, we can feel it – even if we can’t see it. A predator. 
Out there. Almost ready to turn back to camp, we make 
one final sweep, and we see her – a mother lioness, body 
quiet, slowly, silently stalking an unfortunate bat-eared 
fox. A moment later, the predator begins a hot pursuit of 
her prey, the fox a bit faster, running for his life – both of 
them running up the road, straight at us. 

Thirty years ago, Madikwe wasn’t much – in fact,        
it wasn’t anything. Now the fifth largest game reserve in 
South Africa, the park was created by uniting (and fenc-
ing) a series of scrubby, unproductive farmlands set on 
the far reaches of the Kalahari Desert. Encompassing 750 
square kilometres and home to one of the most dense 
concentrations of wildlife in the region, the reserve was 
created with a purpose. On two separate trips here, I was 
able to explore its best features. 

Located about three and a half hours by road north 
of Johannesburg (or less than an hour by Federal Air), the 
area here long faced serious economic challenges, the dry 
soil at the foot of the Dwarsberg Mountains too poor to 
support prosperous farms. In 1991, the South African     
government created the reserve, one of the first and only 
places on the continent that such a park has been estab-
lished for the purposes of social advancement, economic 
development and sustainable use of the land. 

Old, disused structures were razed, rusty fences              
removed, and, in 1992, Operation Phoenix commenced. 
Animals were relocated here from across the country, and 
Madikwe, which is named for a local river, is now home 
to more than 60 mammals – including all of the Big Five, 
both black and white rhino, lion, leopard, cheetah, wild 
dogs, Cape Buffalo, elephant and hyena, plus hundreds    
of bird species. A total of 30 lodges have opened up,            
all focused on environmental sustainability and good 
stewardship of the land.

I arrive for a few nights at Jaci’s Safari Lodge, staying 
in one of their super-luxe tree houses. Active in both          
social and environmental sustainability, Jaci’s recycles 
grey water, uses non-toxic cleaning products, is involved 

T
| MADIKWE

This page:
No safari is 
complete without a 
classic bush dinner.
The windows of        
the Terrapin 
“photographic hide” 
offer a panorama of 
the wild – elephants          
so close you feel          
you could reach out 
and touch them.
Guides lead guests 
on a wilderness 
walk.
Facing page:
The magic of an 
African sunset.
A rhino enounter        
on a Madikwe    
game drive .
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in anti-poaching initiatives, empowers staff by granting 
them shares in the business, and hires heavily from the 
local community.  

My guide, David, also tells me that funds from these 
lodges have sent local kids to school—and then onto         
university, and that employment and part-ownership at 
the lodges has empowered the local population. He adds 
that the reserve’s unique position between desert                
and “bushveld,” a subtropical woodland, ensures great 
biodiversity and a broad spectrum of animals.  

I arrive tired and in need of a little down time, so 
staff set me up with a book, and a drink, on a platform 
near the Terrapin, a “photographic hide.” A sort of           
bunker, it’s built into a watering hole, accessed by a        
subaquatic tunnel. I check it out, peering at nothing but 
murky water and empty banks from its open windows, 
perfect for surreptitious, up-close animal photos. But soon 
enough, silent and huge, a family of elephants approaches 
the pond, here for a drink. Snapping out of my reverie, 
and dropping my gin and tonic, I rush down from the 
platform and into the tunnel. The windows are now            
full, providing a panorama of the wild, the elephants          
impossibly massive, so close I feel I can reach out and 
touch them.

Madikwe is home to more than 60 mammals – 
including all of the Big Five, both black and white 
rhino, lion, leopard, cheetah, wild dogs, Cape Buffalo, 
elephant and hyena, plus hundreds of bird species. 
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Over the next few days, taking drives with David,            
I get up close and personal with other animals. While 
snapping photos of white rhinos happily munching away 
on grass, impervious to our presence, David gets reports 
of wild dogs in the area. Racing away, we pass a pride of 
six lions, ears up, hunting. I ask him whether the dogs 
and cats would ever get into a fight? “Oh, no,” he says, 
shaking his head. “The dogs would just run away.” 

We slow things down, taking a walk through the 
wilderness, seeing termite mounds and a rhino midden 
and elephant footprints, and a giraffe, eying us carefully, 
at close range. At Morukuru, a nearby lodge, one also 
committed to sustainability, I take that ride with Shane 
and Msongeya after dark. Spotting the lioness moments 
before she closes the final distance on the bat-eared fox, 
the latter emerges from the long grass, heading straight 
for our jeep at an impossible speed. 

The smaller of the two, he doesn’t divert, ducking 
beneath the vehicle, just low enough to maintain a 
straight line and emerge on the other side. Microseconds 
behind, the lion is forced to veer off, just brushing the         
leg of tracker Msongeya as she makes a last-minute turn 
to the right. The fox lives another day and I take a deep 
breath, not quite believing what I’ve just seen. Three          
decades ago, it would’ve been impossible. But now, it’s 
just another day of drama here at Madikwe.  n

A COMMITMENT TO CONSERVATION

In the years that have followed Operation Phoenix 
– which transported and transplanted some 8,000 
animals at the advent of Madikwe – continuing 
efforts to patrol and protect the park have led to 
a flourishing wildlife population, with all of the Big 
Five, plus wild dog and cheetah, numerous other 
land mammals (including 14 types of antelope) 
and more than 350 species of birds living within. 
And the social justice effort is ongoing, too, with 
a continuing focus on lodges hiring local, and 
giving these employees a greater share of the 
business (Jaci’s, for example, is now more than a 
quarter staff-owned). A new corridor is underway, 
to expand the protected area of the park, linking 
Madikwe with nearby Pilanesberg National Park. 

Jaci’s Lodges offers 
luxurious accommo-
dations in the heart 
of the reserve, with 
suites among the 
trees at their Tree 
Lodge and Starbed 
suites, featuring 
rooftop beds open 
to the skies, at their 
Safari Lodge. 
Clockwise from 
top left: Tree Lodge 
main lodge, Safari 
Lodge deck, Safari 
Lodge main lounge, 
Tree Lodge 
treehouse suite. 
Check out page 5 
for a photo of the 
Starbed Suite.

| MADIKWE
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IN CONVERSATION  |  

Please tell us about the evolution of 
TreadRight since you launched.
In 2008, as a successful international travel 
company, we identified the need to protect the 
places that offered so much to our guests and 
brands. We launched TreadRight with several 
large projects at the time with WWF, Venice in 
Peril and Conservation International.

Over the years, as we’ve explored how we 
could make the greatest impact, we’ve devel-
oped our support model to focus on small, 
local, organizations. They tend to be strong 
members of local communities and more 
deeply appreciate the intricacies of a particular 
challenge. While we were evolving how we 
worked with TreadRight partners, we were also 
simultaneously working to ensure that our 
brands and offices were meeting sustainability 
standards. We started a journey ten years ago 
to reduce the footprint of our operations and we 
remain committed to that journey. 

TreadRight and how we continue to           
reduce our own impact is what sustainability         
is for us at TTC. We’re now making this             
public through our Make Travel Matter pledge 
that launched on World Tourism Day this        
year and our 10,000+ team members globally 
are sharing with the world how we, as a com-
munity of travel providers, are committing to 
ensure that our travels matter.

Tell us a little more about that – how are you 
reducing your own impact as a company?
We implemented a Corporate Social Responsi-
bility strategy in 2015, designed to measure and 
reduce our use of energy, water and output of 

Brett Tollman is the Chief Executive of The Travel Corporation (TTC) – an international  
travel group of 42 award-winning family of brands. He is also the founder of  
The Treadright Foundation which was created as a joint initiative between those brands.

waste. In 2018, we committed to eliminating  
all unnecessary single-use plastics from our          
offices and operations by 2022 – a project that 
takes a lot of effort and is a genuine challenge. 
In 2017 we introduced our eDocs program and 
this is how our guests can help. By choosing 
eDocs rather than printed documents, not only 
are our guests saving trees, but they also have 
a tree planted in their name thanks to our part-
ner, One Tree Planted. 

Can you share a little more about the new      
Red Carnation hotel – Xigera – in Botswana 
that’s in development and how you’re 
weaving sustainability into the property? 
Xigera will open in June 2020 as Red Carna-
tion’s newest property. Given the large-scale 
renovation that’s underway, we have a lot of 
opportunity to integrate the principals of             
sustainability. We’re installing what might be 
the largest solar farm in the Delta and working 
closely with the Department of Wildlife and 
Natural Parks to protect that part of the             
Okavango Delta. Through TreadRight, we are 
also working on a citizen science-based leopard 
tracking project and a pangolin rescue and          
rehabilitation project. We will also be support-
ing several community-based  projects in the 
surrounding area. We will be using the best of 
our Red Carnation African talent who will be 
frequently visiting the camp to train and              
enhance our culinary team’s capability as well 
as providing ongoing service training.

What is TTC doing to address the issue                    
of Over-Tourism?
Over-tourism is an important topic and we have 
taken steps to encourage our guests to explore 
new and developing destinations that will bene-
fit greatly from the redistribution of travellers. 
For instance, Trafalgar’s “Country Explorer” and 
Insight Vacations’ “Country Roads” trips give 
clients a chance to explore a country in-depth,        
in a single region, away from crowded tourist 
trails and more in the direction of hidden gems.

Promoting destinations off-peak is a great 
way to address over-tourism, especially across 
Europe. Travelling at off-peak times allows 
more time to explore thanks to fewer crowds, 
while offering exceptional value.

The converse of this issue is under-
tourism. There are many destinations in need 
of tourism development like Africa, Jordan,                

Israel, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Colombia and Northern 
Ireland. We are certainly promoting travel to 
these countries.

Through our brands, we’re educating           
travellers on the importance of learning about 
local customs, traditions, respecting wildlife 
and their natural habitats, reducing water and 
energy waste and guiding them on how to          
become ambassadors for good. Once they return 
home, we hope they share their knowledge and 
rewarding experiences to future travellers. 

What new project are you most eager to  
share with travellers?
This past spring I visited the Cristina Heeren 
Foundation of Flamenco Art, a beautiful theatre 
located in Triana, Spain. The school is the only 
one in the region offering classes in voice,          
guitar and dance. Many students are unable to 
complete their advanced year of training as a 
result of financial insecurity so TreadRight 
launched an annual scholarship for such students, 
allowing them to complete their studies. In       
addition, Insight Vacations and Luxury Gold 
guests on all itineraries travelling through            
Seville will have a chance to visit the school. 

Another project we are very proud of is 
the Manitobah Mukluks Storyboot School in 
Toronto. TreadRight funds this at the Bata     
Shoe Museum, allowing Indigenous and non-
Indigenous students to connect with mukluk 
and moccasin making – a beautiful tradition 
that’s very much a part of Canadian First            
Nations culture. Storyboot provides economic 
opportunity to Indigenous artists with 100 per-
cent of proceeds from the sale of these hand-
made boots going directly to the artist.  

Lastly, can you share a few highlights       
from Treadright and TTC’s commitment     
to ethical wildlife tourism?
This is a topic that still requires significant 
awareness. TreadRight’s Wildlife projects work 
to support local organizations to combat wildlife 
crime – poaching primarily. For several years 
now, we’ve supported Wilderness Foundation 
Africa through the purchase and operation of a 
light aircraft, the Bat Hawk, as a tool to patrol for 
poachers. Unfortunately, our industry has a         
history of cruel animal treatment, which is why 
we introduced our Animal Welfare Policy in 
2015 to ensure that all animal encounters ensure 
the safe, ethical treatment of wildlife. 
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| RIVER CRUISING

AmaMagna is a game-changer  
for river cruising
Choice is top of the list onboard AmaWaterways’ newest ship,              
the double-wide AmaMagna. A truly magnificent ship, she 
debuted on the Danube earlier this year and offers many luxury 
features. Because of the extra space onboard there is room for 
four dining venues ranging from the popular main restaurant, to 
new addition Jimmy’s Wine Bar for casual fare and shared plates 
in a wine-cellar atmosphere – ideal to meet fellow cruisers or 
celebrate special events. The gorgeous and intimate Chef’s Table 
is better than ever with reservations required for a set five-course 
meal which is created from  an open kitchen. Another new spot  
is dubbed Al Fresco and it’s located all the way forward. Offering 
casual, buffet-style meals throughout the day, plus snacks and 
beverages and a plated, vegetable-forward menu for dinner,         
the food is tasty and the casual atmosphere with great river 
views makes it one of the most popular spots on the ship. The 
expansive suites starting at 355 sq ft are wonderful with an array 
of luxurious amenities and each has a balcony and the intuitive 
and genuine  service is impeccable.  The ship is a winner!
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Emerald Waterways and  
the mighty Mekong River
The Mekong River in Vietnam and Cambodia is ideal for enjoying 
luxurious adventures on board the new, deluxe Star-Ship, Emerald 
Harmony – a ship specially designed to allow her to sail into the   
heart of Ho Chi Minh City.  Recently launched, the river vessel offers 
42 spacious suites for up to 84 guests and a charming colonial 
atmosphere for guests to enjoy while traversing these countries 
along the mighty Mekong. During the fall of 2019, guests are invited 
to enjoy  three new immersive itineraries for Emerald Harmony: 
Treasures & Temples of Vietnam & Cambodia –17 days, Hanoi to Siem 
Reap; Grand Tour of Vietnam & Cambodia – 21 days, Siem Reap to 
Hanoi; and Majestic Mekong – 13 days, Siem Reap to Ho Chi Minh City. 
In addition to special pricing and the outstanding Emerald dining and 
services the line is well-known for, guests will be treated to daily 
included shore excursions, all gratuities, all airport transfers, deluxe 
hotels with all service charges, taxes and porterage included and 
unlimited wine, beer and spirits. Itineraries for 2020 and 2021 are  
now open for booking.

Avalon revitalizes European rivers with  
Classic, Active & Discovery Cruises
For guests enjoying Avalon Waterways’ European itineraries, it’s all about 
authentic introductions to local cultures, exciting opportunities to learn and 
explore and dynamic, interactive activities. Classic tours offer local experts to 
guide you through the history of the various ports and other local destinations; 
Discovery tours include hands-on experiences such as painting classes and 
cooking lessons to give you an opportunity to explore your interests; and Active 
tours keep you on the move with guided biking, hiking and kayaking tours. 
Whether you’re an art lover, a foodie, a history buff, or an energetic adventurer, 
an Avalon Active & Discovery cruise on the Danube, the Rhône or the Rhine 
Rivers will enable you to experience culture and cuisine in creative ways that are 
perfect for you because they’ll be chosen by you. With the bespoke Avalon 
Choice programme, which includes a choice of excursions in each port, you select 
the perfect experiences for your interests and pace—from Active to Discovery to 
Classic. For example, you can explore Budapest your way – by strolling its streets 
on a leisurely, guided sightseeing tour, by hopping on a bike for a fun ride through 
town or by learning some Hungarian phrases to try out at a Medieval Knights 
Tournament at Visegrád Castle. Avalon also offers the convenience and 
independence of the AvalonGo App that will allow you to do what you like, 
wherever you are!  The choice is yours.



BIG SAVINGS ON 2020 CRUISES

A l l - I n c l u s i v e  S m a l l - S h i p  C r u i s i n g

*Reverse itinerary. **Valid on new bookings made between 10/1/19 and 12/30/19 for travel between 3/19/20 and 12/27/20. Savings quoted are in U.S. dollars and 
based on double occupancy. Off er is based on availability, and only while inventory lasts. Excludes cabin categories E and D on M/V Victory I and M/V Victory II. Off er is not 
valid on group reservations or existing bookings. Additional terms, conditions and fees may apply. Call and mention Off er Code 2020 VICTORY EBD2.

Connect with us on social media:

Discover the plentiful charms of the Great Lakes, the Maritime provinces and French Canada. From rocky 
shorelines cloaked in evergreens to boundless blue sky, embrace the journey to each historic destination. 

Tour time-honored ports brimming with natural beauty and the creativity of generations.

CHICAGO TO TORONTO (OR REVERSE)
11 DAYS | ABOARD THE M/V VICTORY I ™

DAY PORT 
Day 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chicago, Illinois (hotel stay)
Day 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chicago, Illinois (embark)
Day 3 . . . . . . . . . . Scenic Sailing on Lake Michigan
Day 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mackinac Island, Michigan
Day 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sault Ste. Marie, 
 Michigan and Ontario
Day 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Little Current/
 Manitoulin Island, Ontario
Day 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . Scenic Sailing on Lake Huron
Day 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Detroit, Michigan
Day 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cleveland, Ohio
Day 10 . . . . . Niagara Falls/Port Colborne, Ontario
Day 11 . . . . . . . . . . . .Toronto, Ontario (disembark)

2020 Dates: May 20, 29*; Jun 7, 16,* 25; 
Jul 4,* 13, 22,* 31; Aug 9,* 18, 27*; 
Sep 5, 14,*; Oct 2

BAR HARBOR TO NIAGARA FALLS
14 DAYS | ABOARD THE M/V VICTORY II™

DAY PORT 
Day 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . Bar Harbor, Maine (hotel stay)
Day 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bar Harbor, Maine (embark)
Day 3 . . Scenic Sailing Through the Strait of Canso
Day 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Halifax, Nova Scotia
Day 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sailing on the Atlantic Ocean
Day 6 . . . . . . .Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
Day 7 . . Scenic Sailing on the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
Day 8 . Scenic Sailing on the St. Lawrence Seaway
Day 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Québec City, Québec
Day 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Montreal, Québec
Day 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Montreal, Québec
Day 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brockville, Ontario
Day 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Niagara Falls, Ontario
Day 14 . . . . . Niagara Falls/Port Colborne, Ontario
 (disembark)

2020 Date: Apr 24

NIAGARA FALLS TO CHICAGO (OR REVERSE)
9 DAYS | ABOARD THE M/V VICTORY I I

DAY PORT 
Day 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Niagara Falls (hotel stay)
Day 2 . . . . . . Niagara Falls/Port Colborne, Ontario
  (embark)
Day 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cleveland, Ohio
Day 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Detroit, Michigan
Day 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Scenic Sailing of Lake Huron
Day 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mackinac Island, Michigan
Day 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Green Bay, Wisconsin
Day 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Muskegon, Michigan
Day 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chicago, Illinois (disembark)

2020 Dates: May 6, 13,* 20, 27*; 
June 3, 10,* 17, 24*; Jul 1, 8* 15, 22,* 29; 
Aug 5,* 12, 19,* 26

SAVE
UP TO

$1,000**
per stateroom.

CONTACT YOUR PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL AGENT OR: 
(888) 907-2636 • www.VictoryCruiseLines.com
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EXPERIENCE 
THE EXTRAORDINARY IN EVERY WAY 

Terms & Conditions apply: Earlybird fares are limited and subject to availability. Offers may be extended, canceled or withdrawn at any time without notice. For the most up-to-date pricing, availability and offers, 
please call Scenic Canada. For full terms and conditions and the most up-to-date pricing, availability and offers refer to the 2020/2022 Scenic Eclipse Worldwide Discovery Voyages brochure or visit scenic.ca. 
Scenic office: Suite 1025, 401 West Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 5A1. Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours - A division of ST Touring Canada Ltd. Consumer Protection BC #40178. Scenic office: Suite 1025, 401 
West Georgia Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 5A1. Scenic Luxury Cruises & Tours - A division of ST Touring Canada Ltd. Consumer Protection BC #40178. SCMAG018

For more information, or to book call 1 866 689 8611

BOOK NOW FOR 2020-2022
EARLYBIRD OFFERS

sceniceclipse.com
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